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FAREWELL TO “THE BRAIN” 

Bobby Heenan’s nine-year 
tenure in the WWF made him syn- 
onymous with that federation. He 
was as much a fixture as Hulk 
Hogan, “Mean” Gene Okerlund, 
and Jimmy Hart. Now all are gone, 
for various reasons. 

“The Brain’s” wit was always 
present during his broadcasts. 
Besides Jim Cornette, no one was 
better at delivering classic one-lin- 
ers. His buffoonery was often pre- 
dictable and annoying, but overall 
he added a dimension to WWF 
broadcasts that won’t be easily 
duplicated. Heenan’s departure on 
WWF Monday Night Raw was a 
poignant gem. As Gorilla Monsoon 
physically ejected him from the 
building, Bobby’s suitcase flew 
open, revealing his possessions. 
Among them was a roll of toilet 
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Bobby Heenan’s pres- 
ence in the WWF will be 
missed by reader Rich- 
ard Evans. He appreciat- 
ed “The Brain’s” one- 
liners, while at the same 
time tolerated his buf- 
foonery. 
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paper. Uncharacteristically, Heenan 
had tears in his eyes and turned 
and saluted the arena in the dark- 
ness. 

The toilet tissue was surprising, 
humorous, and symbolic. Heenan 
has been full of it for years! 

RICHARD EVANS 
Gulfport, MS 


CREDIT TO CHRISTOPHER 

| can’t understand why you'd list 
Jeff Jarrett as one of the 10 
wrestlers you look out for in 1994 
(‘The 10 Wrestlers Who Will Make 
1994 Sizzle,” Spring 1994). Jarrett 


Don’t overlook Brian Christopher among the potential star wrestlers of 1994. Reader 
Francis Williams states Christopher should soon join Jeff Jarrett as a USWA star 
who will make his mark in a major federation. 


aa 


Crush has every reason to go after Randy Savage, according to reader Jim Imbruglia. He says that if 
Savage actually had been Crush’s friend, he would have immediately come to his aid when he was 
attacked by Yokozuna last summer. 


is skilled, but | can already tell he’s 
letting his talents go to waste in the 
WWF. He’s more interested in talk- 
ing about his country music career 
there. 
| think you’ve overlooked anoth- 
er star who’s made a name for him- 
self in Memphis: Brian Christopher. 
Jarrett and Christopher had quite a 
rivalry last year. | think Christopher 
is one wrestler who’s beginning to 
realize his potential. He’s not a cry- 
baby anymore and anyone who's 
an ally of Jerry Lawler is sure to 
learn something about the sport. 
Mark my words: It won’t be long 
before Christopher gets his chance 
in WCW or the WWF. | hope he 
gets more chances to humiliate 
Jarrett sometime down the road 
also. 
FRANCIS WILLIAMS 
Paducah, KY 


SAVAGE GETS CRUSH-ED 
The answer to your question, 
“Savage Or Crush: Who Was 


Really Right?” (Spring 1994) is sim- 
ple: Crush. When Randy Savage 
suffered a lacerated tongue at the 
hands of Crush, he got what he 
deserved. There’ve been plenty of 
times when the “Macho Man” would 
forget about his broadcasting 
duties and charge into the ring to 
help someone out. Where was he 
when his friend needed him? 
Nowhere. After Crush is done 
crushing Savage, he can concen- 
trate on bringing more gold to Mr. 
Fuji’s stable. 
JIM IMBRUGLIA 
Medford, MA 


REGAL HAS FLAIR 

Like many other people, | was 
thrilled to see Ric Flair upset WCW 
World champion Big Van Vader at 
Starrcade. The following night, | 
saw and honored Flair at the 
Winston-Salem Coliseum Annex. 

But a funny thing happened. 
While | enjoyed Flair’s victory over 
Lord Steven Regal, | came away 


with respect for the TV champion. 
Say what you will about his attitude 
and his pomposity—the man can 
flat out wrestle. | understand this 
was the first time they had ever met 
in the ring, and both showed why 
they’re among the finest wrestlers 
in the world. | wish Lord Steven 
would come down to earth so more 
people would like him. Never- 
theless, he is one splendid com- 
petitor, and | eagerly await more 
Flair-Regal matches in upcoming 
months. 
KRYSTAL CHASE 
Lexington, NC 


SHEER LUNA-CY 
I’m glad to see the WWF restore 
its Women’s World title. | only have 
one question: Why wasn’t Luna 
Vachon in the tournament to deter- 
mine a champion? It’s surely not a 
matter of talent; her bloodlines as a 
Vachon and ability are beyond dis- 
pute. And she’s been in the WWF 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Lex Luger would love to repeat this scene. In WCW, Jim Ross interviewed him after winning a title. 
Ross, now in the WWF, could do it again if Luger gets a second shot at World champion Yokozuna. 


RESTLEMANIA X WILL 

have a different look than 
the first nine. For the first time 
since the supercard was inaugu- 
rated in 1985, Hulk Hogan will not 
participate. (Didn’t we say the 
same thing about this this time 
last year?) Hogan had won his 
fifth WWF World title at the event 
last year, ending Yokozuna’s reign 
at 2 minutes 7 seconds. Yokozuna 
regained the belt in June at “King 
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Of The Ring.” 

Despite Hogan’s likely ab- 
sence, things should be popping 
at Madison Square Garden on 
March 20. The World champion is 
scheduled to take on the winner of 
January’s Royal Rumble. 

Lex Luger is hoping the Royal 
Rumble will enable him to get a 
second shot at Yokozuna. He 
defeated the Samoan by countout 
at SummerSlam last August, but 


Yokozuna retained the belt. Under 
an agreement orchestrated by the 
champ’s American spokesman, 
Jim Cornette, that was Luger’s 
only chance to face Yokozuna one 
on one. 

Of course, the colossal Yoko- 
zuna might not even have a title to 
defend by the end of March. He 
was scheduled to defend his title 
against The Undertaker on the 

(Continued on page 66) 
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Hulk Hogan hail ich California community? 
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RIC FLAIR 
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“Since winning the WCW Worid title at Starrcade, 
I've been asked about my family, and why I've kept 
them out of the limelight all these years. Let me 
emphasize that |'m as proud of them as any husband 
or father is. However, I've never wanted Beth or my 
kids to get involved in my feuds with other wrestlers. 
That wouldn't have been fair to them; those battles 
weren't theirs. I'm glad they could finally share in my 
success firsthand. Whoooooo!” 


SHERRI MARTEL 


“Do | like Madusa Miceli, or should | say 
Alundra Blayze? No. Did | like her chickening out 
on me in Philadelphia? No. Am | rooting for her to 
excel in the WWF? Yes! | know what exposure the 
federation provides, and while | detest her person- 
ally, | can’t deny her skills. If she does well, she'll 
help out all of us women wrestlers. Alundra, | hope 
you hold that World Women’s title for a long time. 
Thats, unless | retum to the WWF.” 
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BOBBY HEENAN 


“Have | suddenly stumbled into the WWF alumni 
society? Look at who's here in WCW—old comrades 
like Jesse Ventura and Gene Okerlund. And that's 
just at the broadcast table! Among wrestlers, you 
have two guys | managed in Ric Flair and Rick 
Rude, not to mention Rick Steamboat, The Nasty 
Boys, and the two Pauls, Roma and Orndorff. Thank 
you, Ted Tuer! If you ever need someone to fill in 
for Larry King one night, give me a call.” 
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“| feel bad for all the WWF fans who haven't 
had the opportunity to hear ‘Double J’ sing. My 
voice is better than Willie Nelson's, Travis Tritt's, or 
Merle Haggard’s, and |’m far more charismatic than 
ol’ Billy Ray Cyrus. Unfortunately, that weaselly 
Marty Jannetty is sabotaging my attempts to make it 
big in Nashville. He must be in the employ of the 
country music establishment. It's no secret the 
industry is afraid of me.” 


BRIAN LEE 


“While | thank Tammy Fytch for her guidance in 
helping me win back the Smoky Mountain title, I'm 
no puppet. There are times | have to do things on 
my own. Take this chain match | plan to have 
against Tony Anthony, for instance. She's worried 
that blood from the match could ruin one of her 
dresses. Tammy, just dress down that night. Even in 
a cheap blouse and jeans, you'll still be more glam- 
orous than that filthy ‘Dirty White Girl’ Kimberly.” 


COL. ROBERT PARKER 


“Can you believe that silly Brian Pillman, and 
that chicken suit he brings to matches? | know he 
hasn't had much to crow about lately—yes, sir, that 
was a bird pun—but if he thinks this chicken insult is 
going to fly, he’s cooked. See, Steve Austin and | 
can play that Col. Sanders game, too, even though | 
consider such inanity beneath my Southern her- 
itage. Mr. Pillman may soon be known as ‘Fryin’ 
Brian.’ Or should we roast him? 


EDDIE GILBERT 


“There's nothing | love more than wrestling the 
man | like least. Beating Jerry Lawler and his mind- 
less Memphis moron fans gives me the utmost sat- 
isfaction. Jerry and | have been at each other's 
throats all these years, and it’s good to again have a 
chance to knock ‘The King’ down a peg or two. I’m 
sure Lawler remembers when | ran him down with a 
car; how could he forget? Well, Jerry and USWA 
fans, you haven't seen anything yet!” 


RICK MORTON 


“Jim Cornette and his henchmen have done 
some lowdown things in the past, but this has to be 
the worst. My partner Robert Gibson brings in my 
father as a surprise to see me wrestle. Dad enters 
the bathroom, where Cornette and The Heavenly 
Bodies are discussing strategy, and they pummel 
him. Later on, they even make light of the whole 
attack. Watch out, Jimbo—Robert and | will make 
you pay for this!” 


ite? 


: oo, 


JIMMY HART 


“Anyone who thinks my man Hulk Hogan is over 
the hill should've been at the Tokyo Dome, where 
he was solid in beating one of Japan’s finest, 
Tatsumi Fujinami. Hulkamania is as big as ever— 
it's simply branching out into different areas, that’s 
all. Hulk has a hit record in Britain with ‘Leader Of 
The Gang,’ and he’s begun filming his action TV 
series Thunder In Paradise. Could he wrestle full- 
time if he wanted to? You better believe it!” 


MISSY HYATT 


“People at WCW headquarters are humming that 
old song ‘Calendar Girl’ when | walk by. Pretty flatter- 
ing, almost as flattering as being manager of the World 
tag team champions, The Nasty Boys! Brian and Jerry 
just love the calendar | posed for, and even some of 
the fan favorites have whispered to me how much they 
enjoyed the pictures. It's funny, though. | haven't heard 
from 2 Cold Scorpio and Marcus Alexander Bagwell. 
Come on, guys, | know you love me.” 


LORD STEVEN REGAL 


“All these years I've wrestled around the world, 
I've heard people say how good Ric Flair is. | finally 
found out for myself, and for a North American 
wrestler, the chap is pretty good. | know | should 
have beaten him, but the fellow was still on a high 
after defeating Big Van Vader for the World title, 
Yes, it was an experience wrestling Mr. Flair, but | 
hope he remembers this: As he’s getting older, I'm 
getting better.” 
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“Some people get their gifts on Christmas morn- 
ing, others on Christmas Eve. My gift came 
Christmas night, when | beat Iceman Parsons for 
the Global title. It's a wonderful feeling to be a 
champion again, especially considering all that | 
went through in 1993. The tough times with Toni, for 
instance, and that stupid Nanny Simpson charade 
of hers. Yes, '93 was a hair-raising year—just ask 
Rod Price. I'm glad | ended it on a winning note.” 
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Every issue, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS Will examine a different hold 
or maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. 
These are potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be 
left to the pro rings: Don't try these at home! 


THE BACKBREAKER 


By Big John Studd 


NTIMIDATE YOUR OPPONENTS, that’s the key to 

victory in this sport. If the guy standing across the 
ring from you has fear in his eyes, half your battle is 
won. Believe me, there are a lot of great wrestlers 
out there who get real nervous when they know they 
have to face a 6'10", 400-pound monster like me. 

But intimidation isn’t just about appearances. 
Anyone who steps into the ring with me knows he’s 
in for the beating of a lifetime. 

I’m one of the most powerful men in wrestling— 
there’s no disputing that. My strength intimidates 
people. Guys know when they wrestle me that if | 
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clamp on a bearhug or drop 
them with a bodyslam, they’re in 
big trouble. 

One maneuver I've always 
enjoyed using is the backbreak- 
er. Why? Because it causes a 
lot of pain and, if executed a 
certain way, might even cripple 
someone ... or at least put him 
in the hospital for a few days. 

After | wear down whatever 
unfortunate punk I’m wrestling 
on any given night, it’s time to 
use the backbreaker. What I'll 
do is grab him around the waist, 
lock my arms around his back, 
and jam my knee into his back. 
This all happens in just a few 
seconds, but it can mean hours, days, even weeks of 
pain for the victim. 

The keys to executing the perfect backbreaker are 
making sure you do it very quickly, so your opponent 
won't have a chance to escape, and being certain 
that you drive your knee into the right part of his 
back. If you hit it in the right spot in the lower back, 
pain will shoot directly up the guy’s spine. And trust 
me, he’ll remember that for a long time. It'll also 
probably make him think twice about wanting to 
wrestle you again. Then you have the intimidation 
factor working in your favor. Oo 


Even Bob Backlund, certainly one of the 
world’s finest technical wrestlers, is powerless 
against Big John Studd’s backbreaker. 


Something is missing from the camp of Big Van 
Vader and Harley Race, something they prize 


= above all elise: the WCW World title belt. It now - 


belomgs.to Race’s longtime rival, 


{above right), who upset Vader at Starr ai . ss 
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Big Van Vader and 
manager Harley Race 
both saw Starrcade 
°93 as a chance to get 
respect. But Ric Flair 
walked out of the ring 
with his 10th world 
title, leaving Vader 
and Race wondenns 
what went 


By Dave Rosenbaum 

N THE EVE of his Starrcade 
QO: match, Big Van Vader 

dined with Harley Race at his 
hotel restaurant in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Things had been unnerving- 
ly quiet for Vader and Race over the 
previous few days. There were very 
few interview requests for such a big 
match. 

Although this pleased Vader, 
who’s not loquacious and doesn’t 
enjoy dealing with the media, it was 
positively maddening to Race. The 
former NWA World champion loves 
the spotlight and gets insulted when 
he and Vader don’t get the respect he 
feels they deserve. That’s why, over 
four appetizers and three entrees 
each, through six desserts and eight 
cups of coffee, Race talked about 
only one thing: He wanted Vader to 
feel slighted, too. 

It didn’t work, mostly because 
Vader didn’t need any additional 
incentive. Vader couldn’t have been 
more focused on the match and knew 
Starrcade °93 was his proving 
grounds, the ultimate chance to show 
the world that he really is “The 
Man.” Beating Ric Flair wasn’t mere- 
ly desired; it was absolutely neces- 
sary. 

Although this apparent miscom- 
munication between wrestler and 
manager probably didn’t mean much 
to Race and Vader in the hours pre- 
ceding Starrcade °93, it becomes 
interesting in retrospect. Perhaps we 


(Continued on page 64) 


Without the belt, what’s Vader to 
do? There’s been conjecture he 
might challenge Sting, with whom 
he traded the World title belt twice 
in a six-day period last March. 
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HAWK & SASAKI 


REGAIN THE 


IWGP TAG BELTS 
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Now that Hawk has teamed with 
Kensuke Sasaki to win the IWGP tag 
team title (opposite page), U.S. fans can 
put away their dreams of a Road 
Warriors reunion for another day. 


By Chris Bernucca 


sports has risen to a new high. 

Sorry, says the power forward, but 
$69-million to play basketball for the 
next eight years just isn’t enough. 
Sure, says the center fielder, you can 
have my autograph. Ten bucks. So 
long, says the owner, unless the tax- 
payers come up with enough money 
to replace my 20-year-old stadium. 

But while sports figures grow 
more selfish, so do sports fans. Hey, 
buddy, need a ticket? I got a pair for a 
thousand bucks. Excuse me, sir, but 
could you sign these 10 cards of your- 
self so I can sell them? Let’s have 
dinner at my luxury box, so I can 
write it off as a business expense. 

A perfect illustration of how the 


|: THE 1990s, selfishness in 


When The Power Warriors defeated Scott 


Norton and Hercules, they regained the 


IWGP tag team title. They also dashed the 


notions of the fans who were hoping for a 


reunion of wrestling’s greatest duo 


fan has become just as selfish as the 
athlete took place on January 4 at the 
Tokyo Dome in Japan. Hawk and 
Kensuke Sasaki challenged Scott 
Norton and Hercules for the IWGP 
tag team title. While 50,000 fans in 
Japan were hoping for the challengers 
to win, at least twice that number here 
in the United States were rooting for 


them to lose. 

Ever since the breakup of The 
Road Warriors in 1992, wrestling fans 
have been anticipating a reunion. 
Perhaps the greatest tag team in the 
history of the sport, Hawk and 
Animal have dominated wherever 
they have competed. They are the 
only duo to capture titles in the AWA, 
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photos by Koichi Yoshizawa 


NWA, and the WWF. 

When both recently resurfaced in 
WCW, fans clamored for the two 
face-painted strongmen to put differ- 
ences aside and re-form the squad that 
defined tag team wrestling in the 
1980s. 

“T heard it every day,” said Hawk. 
“No one wanted to know how I was 
doing, what my next match was, any- 
thing. All they wanted to know was 
when me and Animal were getting 
back together. To tell you the truth, I 
got a little sick of it.” 

Hawk’s reaction is understandable. 
It’s not as if he has fallen on hard 
times since he and his longtime part- 
ner went their separate ways. It was a 
matter of weeks before he formed an 
alliance in Japan with Sasaki, calling 
themselves The Hell Raisers (since 
changed to The Power Warriors). And 
it didn’t take much longer for the 
newly created duo to win the IWGP 
tag team title, among the most presti- 
gious championships in pro wrestling. 

Animal, too, hasn’t exactly been 
befelled by misfortune. He took to the 
independent circuit, revitalizing 
wrestling in Minnesota, where the 
AWA had once been firmly 
entrenched. The reaction of the fans 
told him that his legacy will not soon 
be forgotten. 

“It’s pretty obvious that the fans 
haven’t forgotten The Road 
Warriors,” said Animal. “Even if only 
one of us is there.” 

The presence of both men in 
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People assumed that Hawk and Animal 
would go after The Nasty Boys when 
both were in WCW. Instead, they never 
reformed The Road Warriors, and Hawk 
decided to pursue Scott Norton. 


“a little sick” of expecta- 
tions that he and Animal 
would reunite. Perhaps he 
singlehandedly took out 
his frustrations on Her- 
cules and Scott Norton at 
the Tokyo Dome. 


WCW began grinding the rumor mill 
once again. Surely Hawk and Animal 
would get together to settle an old 
score with The Nasty Boys, whom 
they had battled as The Legion of 
Doom in the WWF. The fact that 
Brian Knobs and Jerry Sags held the 
WCW tag belts only made the situa- 
tion even more inviting. Quite simply, 
the fans were drooling. 


“Hey, I’m as big a fan as anybody, 
and I’d love to see them back togeth- 
er,” said Jesse Ventura, the outspoken 
WCW commentator. “That would be 
bigger than a reunion of the three sur- 
viving Beatles, bigger than Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis getting 
together again for one more movie. It 
would invigorate interest not only in 
Hawk and Animal, but in the entire 
federation. A showdown between The 
Road Warriors and The Nasty Boys 
for the title could headline any pay- 
per-view event.” 

But the drool dried up when nei- 
ther man made a move toward the 
other. For the time being, Animal 
remained an outside figure. Hawk, 
meanwhile, honored his commitment 
with Sasaki in Japan. It was becoming 
obvious that in order for there to be a 
Road Warrior reunion, something 
drastic was going to have to happen. 

Fans pinned their hopes on a loss 
by The Power Warriors. The inability 
to regain the belts from Norton and 
Hercules could force Hawk to re- 
assess his career path and possibly 


Hawk says he refuses to compare 
Sasaki to Animal, but said of his cur- 
rent partner, “I can’t think of a better 
guy to go to battle with.” These pic- 
tures of Sasaki against Hercules prove 
his point. 


return him to the partner with whom 
he has shared his greatest triumphs. 
The people who had spent years 
cheering Hawk to victory were now 
praying for defeat. 

That collective groan you heard 
across America on January 4 should 
tell you the result. Hawk and Sasaki 
defeated Norton and Hercules and 
regained the IWGP tag belts, ending 
any notion of a reunion. More impor- 
tant, the victory solidified Hawk and 
Sasaki as one of the sport’s better cur- 
rent tag teams. 

“It was always my goal to regain 
the IWGP belts,” said Hawk via long- 
distance telephone. “I never made any 
effort to get back together with 
Animal. How would that look to 
Ken? He was the one who took me 
under his wing when I was looking 
for a partner. I was an outsider in 
Japan and he made me feel welcome. 

“The truth is, ’'m very happy with 
Ken as my partner. I’m not going to 
get into any comparison games with 
my partners, either. What me and 
Animal had was something that won’t 
ever be matched. But it’s over now. 
Right now, my tag team partner is 
Kensuke Sasaki, and I can’t think of a 
better guy to go to battle with. We 
plan on holding the IWGP title for a 
long time—together.” 

A Road Warrior reunion? Forget 
it. The fans may want to go back to 
the future, but for Hawk, there is no 
partner like the present. Oo 
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STUNG 


Wrestling isn’t just superstars,  cadeae and as athletes. 
Alas, it also has its dark side. In this special section, we 
celebrate April Fools’ Day by condemning 10 stars She fools — 


of themselves ... and the rest of us | 


RO WRESTLING HAS 
D::: to be proud of. Ric 

Flair, the 10-time world 
champion, is an all-time great. 
Bret Hart is a walking tribute to 
sportsmanship. 2 Cold Scorpio 
and Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
are two youngsters ready to ener- 
gize tag team wrestling. It’s a 
great sport with great athletes! 

But every sport has its bad 
apples. Baseball has Vince Cole- 
man. Baseball players traditional- 
ly tip their hats to fans; Coleman 
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\ 


- peel 7 
threw a firecracker>ick Zombo not all of wrestling’s bad apples 


of the St. Louis Blues“slashed an 
NHL referee. Tonya PRirding and 
her entourage ... well, let’s not 
talk about them. Soccer has | iego 
Maradona, not to be confused 
with pop music’s equally embar- 
rassing Madonna. ‘ 
Unfortunately, wrestling 

more bad apples than most sports. 
Perhaps that’s because it’ the 
only one that separates its cém} 


can be found in the\rulebreakers’ 
locker room. Some of them are, 
believe it or not, fan favorites. 

For every Yokozuna, there’s a 
Doink the Clown. For every Brian 


Lee, there’s a =e ese four, 
and others, are em we us to 
death! Why won’t pw e 

Brace yourself, r Be i tlle are 


about to embark op tines of 
emnation, accusations so 


petitors into two warring factions:\ strong and well-backed that\they 
rulebreakers and fan favorites. But \ might make you cringe. E v2 


\ 


\ 
\ 


eee eae . = 
woérd‘is-irue. These 10 wrestlers J” Jeff Jarrett, a recent arrival in 


have been, stripped bare, revealed _ the 


for what they are: embarrassments is disgusting Bastion Booger, 
to our sport lying\Lord Steven Regal, and 
There’s Yokozuna, Doink the maniacal “Macho Man” Ra 
Clown, Brian Lee, and Tatanka. Savage.’ 
There are even two women, Missy When\ these 10 people appear~— 
Hyatt and Luna Vachon. “Double py 


screens, we watchin” 
Ea 


bs -atorethen Te , 
\ fascination, then quickly get the 
, is in our Bottom 10. So \ uncontrollable urge t itch to 


‘PBS. They make us wish this 


§port was just a little -subt 
hey are RATES E eet: 


ing’s family, people wh 
perpetuate its most damaging 
Stereotypes. 


E’S THE YOUNGER 

brother you never had, and 

are glad you never did. For 
that younger brother turned out to be 
obese, stinkifyingly odorous, and 
embarrassingly disgusting. 

We'd hate to have this guy over for 
Super Bowl Sunday. And if we did, 
we'd keep the baked beans and sour 
cream and onion potato chips as far 
from him as possible. 

But despite his subhuman eating 
habits, Bastion Booger isn’t some 
animal in a zoo. He is supposedly an 
elite athlete—or else he wouldn’t be 
in the WWF—who takes care of his 
physique and has pride in his ability. 
Unfortunately, Booger shows no 
pride in his ability or appearance. His 
best finishing move is a smell. 
Opponents don’t want to wrestle 
Booger because he doesn’t want to 
wrestle. He wants to disgust us. 

Recently, Booger got involved in a 
love triangle with Bam Bam Bigelow 
and Luna Vachon. If you want to find 
another threesome this grotesque, we 
suggest you visit a monster-movie 
theme park. 

Booger is an embarrassment to 
wrestling because he perpetuates the 
old stereotype of the out-of-shape 
man who finds a career in the ring. 
The world should know that the 
behemoth Booger is the exception, 
not the rule. He isn’t much of a 
wrestler, and has made little progress 
since arriving in the WWF last sum- 
mer. 

Thank goodness for that! 
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Next Christmas, send Bastion Booger some deodorant. Please! 


EN KNOW IT. Women 

know it, too. Heads turn 

when a tall blonde walks 
into a room. We don’t know if 
blondes have more fun, but they cer- 
tainly get a lot more attention. 
Perhaps it’s because they stand out in 
a world of dark-haired people. 

Missy Hyatt is tall, blonde, and 
beautiful. Let’s get that out of the 
way. She has no trouble getting atten- 
tion. Missy could wear a potato sack 
and men would still notice her beauty 
and curves. 

The problem is that Missy refuses 
to take it any further. Maybe she 
can’t take it any further. Maybe she 
really is a dumb blonde without an 
ounce of common sense. But we 
don’t think so. We think Missy is an 
intelligent woman who has taken a 
shortcut to the top by using her body. 

As Suzanne Somers once said, “If 
you’ve got it, bump it with a trum- 
pet.” Missy is an entire brass section. 

We don’t think this is right. 
Women have made tremendous 
advancements in the workplace over 
the past two decades. Back in the 
1950s, nobody would have dreamed 
of a female wrestling manager. 
Wrestling, perhaps the most male- 
dominated profession, has opened its 
doors to more than female mud 
wrestlers and foxy boxers. There’s a 
place in this sport for women, 
whether they be wrestlers like Candi 
Devine and Reggie Bennett, managers 
like Tammy Fytch and Toni Adams, 
or hybrids like Sensational Sherri 
Martel and Luna Vachon. 


M_ tI 


Hyatt, who has virtually never 
wrestled in her decade-long ring 
career, makes all of them look bad by 
restoring the stereotype. Did you 
notice her harem outfit at Starrcade 
93? How could you not have noticed 
it? The well-endowed Missy was 
spilling out of her dress, strategically 
showing in all the right places. Then 
Missy showed her idea of managerial 


assistance when she interfered in the 
match and got The Nasty Boys dis- 
qualified. 

This is nothing new. Missy has 
been doing these things for years. She 
coos and whines. She tries to get her 
way by seducing men. Perhaps she 
should grow up and have a little self- 
respect. Until then, nobody will 
notice anything but her looks. 


Missy Hyatt is a beautiful, voluptuous blonde. Beyond that... 


S Sor 
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Lord Steven Regal is as much an aristocrat as Dustin Rhodes. 


E GENEALOGICAL chart 
is still a source of great enter- 
tainment in the offices of 

WRESTLING SUPERSTARS. Associate 

Publisher Craig Peters has an 

enlargement hanging on his wall with 

the words “genealogical timeout” cir- 
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cled in red ink. 

“He had me going for a while,” 
Peters said. “Then I saw the 
genealogical timeout and cracked up 
laughing.” 

Regal prepared the chart for a fea- 
ture last year in WCW Magazine. In 


this feature, Regal once again claims 
to be a direct descendant of William 
the Conqueror, the first Norman King 
of England and one of the greatest 
monarchs in world history. 

“William, the Duke of Normandy, 
France, conquered England on 
October 13, 1066, and was crowned 
King of Westminster Abbey on 
Christmas Day, 1066,” Regal said. 
“Matilda, William’s wife, was back 
home in Normandy, but my great- 
great-great-great ... well, you would 
need 28 greats, but they’re all there! 
My grandfather 28 times removed, 
his feats changed world history.” 

And his so-called great-grandson, 
light years removed from reality, is 
rewriting it. 

The genealogical chart includes 
this gem about Lynne of Lyme: 
“Died 1407; ugly, no children.” Later 
on, there was a Fergy Lynn in 1722 
and a Harry and Joyce in 1748. Did 
Harry and Joyce spend their summers 
in the Catskills? 

Regal’s claim of royalty is obvi- 
ously an absurd lie designed to 
impress us. Well, who cares if he’s so 
insecure that he has to create stories 
about himself? The problem is that 
Regal is an embarrassingly pompous 
wrestler who speaks down to every- 
one and doesn’t have the guts to 
defend the WCW TY title in no-time- 
limit matches. 

If he’s so royal, then why doesn’t 
he defend his crown? 

Lord Steven, Fergy Lynn would be 
ashamed of you! 


E CHARGES AGAINST 

F Bastion Booger, Missy Hyatt, 

and Lord Steven Regal pale in 
comparison to the more serious ones 
against Jeff Jarrett. Booger, Hyatt, 
and Regal are accused of being phys- 
ical embarrassments or pompous 
blowhards. Jarrett is a disgrace 
because of wasted and misused tal- 
ent. That’s like comparing loitering 
to illegal garbage dumping. 

For years, Jarrett was one of the 
most talented scientific wrestlers in 
the USWA. He was second only to 
Jerry Lawler in popularity, respect, 
and ability. Although he isn’t particu- 
larly big, Jarrett was tough and coura- 
geous. Opponents knew they had to 
fight whenever they stepped into the 
ring against him. 


But then the WWE got involved 
with the USWA and Jarrett caught 
the scent of hot cash. He saw Lawler 
becoming a national figure. Then two 
dangerous words popped into 
Jarrett’s head. He started thinking, 
“Me, too,” and wanted a piece of the 
action. 

So now Jarrett is masquerading as 
country music star “Double J.” He 
has turned against his fans in 
Memphis and settled down in the 
rulebreakers’ locker room of the 
WWE. 

“T didn’t even know he could 
sing,” said a disappointed Lawler. “It 
pains me to see this because Jeff is 
one of the greatest talents [ve ever 
seen. He seemed happy in Memphis. 
I was one of his closest friends and I 


had no idea these things were 
going through his head. 

“T agree with you guys. There’s 
no greater crime than wasted tal- 
ent.” 

Yes there is, Jerry. The most 
heinous crime is wasted talent and 
a ridiculous gimmick. Jarrett is 
clearly trying to get attention with 
his antics. His actions are so exag- 
gerated that we don’t even think he 
believes them. 

And there’s another crime: The 
old Jeff Jarrett is perfectly capable 
of competing for the WWF 
Intercontinental title. He doesn’t 
need this scheme. And he certainly 
doesn’t have to embarrass himself 
by singing. 

He’s embarrassing us, too. 
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Should’ve washed down those spicy Slim Jims with a soda, Randy. 


HE CASUAL SPORTS view- 
er who clicks on his TV set 
and tunes to a_ televised 
WWE program like Wrestling Super- 
stars, Wrestling Challenge, or 
Monday Night Raw is often treated to 
the horrifying sight of Randy Savage 
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going absolutely bonkers. 

The man really has lost control of 
himself. Savage tears apart locker 
rooms, attacks innocent bystanders, 
screams his head off, and sounds 
absolutely incoherent. What’s the 
problem? Crush is the problem. But 


we think Randy Savage’s biggest 
problem is himself. 

The “Macho Man” never did have 
both oars in the water. His elevator 
doesn’t make it all the way to the top. 
The lights are on, but nobody’s home 
in the Savage household. 

WWE President Jack Tunney once 
banished Savage from broadcasting 
on WWF telecasts. He didn’t go far 
enough. He should have ordered a 
complete psychiatric evaluation and 
hours of professional counseling. 
Savage needs it more than any 
wrestler we’ve ever seen. 

You know, you’d think Savage 
was the one who started this feud 
with Crush. Not so. The Savage- 
Crush feud began when Yokozuna 
attacked Crush and Savage didn’t 
come to his friend’s rescue. An irate 
Crush returned to the ring months 
later and confronted Savage. Yes, 
indeed, this is Crush’s bone! 

Not anymore. The “Macho Man” 
is out of control. Sure, we’ve seen 
this before. Remember when Savage 
thought George “The Animal” Steele 
was making the move on his lovely 
Elizabeth? He was the only man in 
the world crazy enough to consider 
Steele a threat. Then how about when 
Hogan and Savage broke up a few 
years ago? Savage savagely attacked 
the “Hulkster” and slapped Elizabeth. 

We see men like Savage all the 
time on Court TV. Their defense is 
usually temporary insanity. 

Our question to the “Macho Man”: 
Is your condition temporary or a way 
of life? 


ERE’S NO STOPPING at 
halfway where Luna Vachon 
is concerned, She’s certifiably 

crazy. 

“Luna is the most frightening indi- 
vidual in wrestling, male or female,” 
said one wrestler. “She scares the liv- 
ing daylights out of me and a lot of 
other wrestlers. I wouldn’t go near 
her.” 

Bizarre, grotesque, and covered 
with tattoos, Luna is a sight to 
behold. And that sight is a bad image 
for women in wrestling. (Her sound 
is equally bad; she talks like a cross 
between Gilbert Gottfried and 
wrestler-turned-incoherent-cult-hor- 
ror-star Tor Johnson.) 

It would be far better for everyone 
if Luna showed her good side. She is 
a talented wrestler and a fierce com- 
petitor, in the fine tradition of the 
Vachon family. When asked if Luna 
could beat new WWF Women’s 
champion Alundra Blayze, one WWF 
wrestler told PW/ Weekly: “Id like to 
see that match. Everyone says Luna’s 
crazy, but she has a lot of wrestling 
talent, too. Blayze could really put 
her to the test.” 

It seems like wishful thinking. A 
Blayze-Vachon showdown might 
happen, but it won’t go as planned. 
Luna is an out-of-control woman who 
would storm the ring, attack Blayze 
before the bell, tear into her with 
nails and teeth, and probably get dis- 
qualified in less than five minutes. 
She is a female version of Randy 
Savage, only more dangerous. Unlike 
Savage, Luna has never acted normal. 


Luna Vachon: If this picture doesn’t scare you, what will? 


“One of the reasons we have such 
a hard time finding a good opponent 
for Luna is because nobody wants to 
wrestle her,” said a WWE official. 
“Nobody knows how she’s going to 
act or what she’s going to do, so we 


LU N A 


can’t even make any guarantees. 
She’s completely unpredictable.” 
Certainly all female wrestlers 
aren’t this way. Very few are. But 
Luna is one of the most visible 
women in the most visible federation. 
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We're certain Doink wasn’t an honor student at clown college. 


clown!” 

The editors of WRESTLING SUPER- 
STARS don’t want to be accused of 
being spoilsports. Heck, we like a 
good circus as much as the next guy. 


“ E A CLOWN! Be a clown! 
ea All the world, loves a 
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And there’s nothing more entertain- 
ing than a funny circus clown. They 
certainly know how to keep the show 
going! 

But when we sit down to watch a 
wrestling match, that’s what we want 
to see, not some circus clown mas- 


querading as a wrestler. Always keep 
laughing? Sorry, Bozo. We find noth- 
ing funny about Doink the Clown. 
We also don’t find anything funny 
about Dink, Doink’s interfering little 
sidekick. About all we’re grateful for 
is that Doink is no longer a rulebreak- 
er. A frightening, rulebreaking clown 
absolutely doesn’t belong around 
children. 

The thing is, we’re not so sure 
Doink the Fan Favorite is much bet- 
ter. Doink the Fan Favorite breaks the 
rules, just like Doink the Rule- 
breaker. He taunts his opponents and 
teaches children nothing about fair 
play. And he’s a clown! A darn 
clown! 

For years, WWF head Vince 
McMahon was accused or running a 
circus, not a wrestling federation. 
Animals, snake-handlers, and celebri- 
ties were a regular part of the WWF 
production. With Doink the Clown’s 
arrival, the WWF really is a full- 
fledged circus. 

Well, send out the clowns! 

Our biggest objection to Doink is 
that he’s a clown, not a wrestler. He’s 
made up like a clown, dresses like a 
clown, and acts like a clown. He even 
wrestles like a clown. He makes the 
WWE look bad. He makes it look 
like a circus! 

Doink, we’re sure you’d make a 
really great clown. There are plenty 
of circuses out there that need you. 
Go join one. And if you want to 
wrestle, get rid of the makeup and 
start wrestling. 


ULK HOGAN WAS one of 

the most criticized WWF 

World champions ever. 
While the “Hulkster’s” fans were 
proclaiming his ability to overcome 
all odds and overpower any oppo- 
nent, his detractors called him an 
untalented brawler who got by only 
with size and a few primitive moves. 

Well, the Hogan haters didn’t 
know how good they had it! 
Compared to two-time WWF World 
champion and all-time scaredy cat 
Yokozuna, Hogan looks like an over- 
sized Jushin Liger! 

Yokozuna is proof that it doesn’t 
take much skill to win the WWF 
World title. A Mercedes convertible 
might have more finesse than a Mack 
truck, but the truck will flatten the 
Mercedes one-on-one every time. 

But is this a good image for the 
WWE? What does it say when a 550- 
pound sumo wrestler, whose only 
skill is using his size to splash oppo- 
nents, wears the most important belt 
in the federation? 

It says that skill isn’t necessary. 
Just bulk up on pasta and potato 
chips, get a wrestling license, and 
rake in the dough! 

And that’s giving Yokozuna more 
credit than he deserves. He consis- 
tently avoids his potentially toughest 
challengers by hiding behind Mr. 
Fuji, Jim Cornette, and a team of 
high-priced lawyers. We have no 
doubt Lex Luger would have been 
champion long ago if not for 
Cornette’s maneuverings. Yokozuna 
was even afraid of wrestling the over- 
rated Undertaker in a casket match. 
Doesn’t this man have any guts? 


Yokozuna shows off one of sumo wrestling’s more subtle moves. 


Guts? Did we say guts? 

Boy, was that ever a straight line. 
Yokozuna has all the gut any wrestler 
could ever want. A gut. That’s about 
all he has. 


Go back to sumo wrestling, 
Yokozuna. 

Before you go, please have that 
belt tailored for a real man. You’ve 
stretched it beyond recognition. 
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Brian Lee thinks his future’s so bright he’s gotta wear shades. Right. 


uu 


RIME TIME” BRIAN Lee 
belongs on C-Span II. He’s 
not ready for an 8-to-10 slot. 
“Prime Time” is full-time minor 
league. 

Let’s go on a little journey back to 
the summer of 1993. Tammy Fytch is 
looking for her big break. She wants 
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to be a manager, but needs someone 
to manage. She approaches Brian 
Lee. Lee, ever the gentleman, tells 
Fytch: “If I wanted a woman, I'd get 
married,” 

The answer, in other words, is no. 

But a few weeks later, he has a 
change of heart and attitude. The fan 


favorite becomes a rulebreaker and 
takes on Fytch as his full-time man- 
ager. They’re a team. Lee doesn’t 
have a wife, but does have someone 
to take care of him. 

And that’s exactly what Tammy 
does. She takes care of Lee. He won 
the SMW heavyweight title from 
Tracey Smothers, his former best 
friend, because of Tammy’s interfer- 
ence. She handed Lee a load coal 
miner’s glove, and he used it to kayo 
Smothers. 

Lee still has the SMW title, and 
he’s still relying heavily on Fytch’s 
interference. 

“It seems like a match doesn’t go 
by that that broad doesn’t stick her 
hands in his business,” said “Dirty 
White Boy” Tony Anthony. “You'd 
think he’d have a little more self- 
respect.” 

Anthony, of course, has no busi- 
ness pointing fingers when he has 
relied heavily on interference from a 
so-called “broad,” “Dirty White Girl” 
Kimberly. He also has a point. 

Lee used to have a lot of confi- 
dence in his ability. He was capable 
of beating anyone in SMW. He 
recently proved the ability is still 
there by taking on Jerry Lawler with- 
out Fytch at ringside. Lawler won, 
but Lee put in a fine effort on enemy 
turf. 

The only reason Lee hides behind 
Fytch is to take the easy way out. It’s 
unnecessary, and a blemish on the 
sport when talented men refuse to 
show their talent. 


O YOU RECALL watching 
F-Troop? 

The hilarious old TV 
show is the first thing that pops into 
our minds whenever we hear 
Tatanka’s war cry and see him 
bounding down the runway toward 
the ring. Tatanka reminds us of the 
Hakawi Indians in F-Troop. The 
comparison isn’t meant as a compli- 
ment. 

Tatanka fits the Native American 
stereotype so perfectly that we often 
wondered if he really was an Indian. 
Evidence recently received convinced 
us that Tatanka, the former Chris 
Chavis, truly is of Native American 
descent. So that takes care of the 
Lord Steven Regal theory. 

But Tatanka didn’t grow up on an 
Indian reservation and, apparently, 
only over the past few years has he 
begun adhering to Native American 
customs. There’s nothing wrong with 
that. People often find religion a little 
later in life. It’s just that something 
strikes us as hollow about Tatanka’s 
tribal dance and war cry. 

“I’ve never seen him eat buffalo 
meat,” said a WWF fan favorite who 
requested anonymity. “And he 
doesn’t celebrate Thanksgiving.” 

The biggest problem with Tatanka 
is that he does nothing for the image 
of Native Americans. They are pro- 
ductive members of society who are 
trying to overcome the stereotype of 
violent, blood-thirsty Indians. That 
stereotype is nearly gone. That is, 
until Tatanka storms the ring with 
tomahawks ablazing. 

Sure, we felt sorry for Tatanka 
when Bam Bam Bigelow cut off his 
locks of red hair. It was akin to cut- 


ting a priest’s collar or a rabbi’s tal- 
las. There should be greater respect 
for religious traditions. 

We just don’t understand why 
these rituals have to be on display in 


a wrestling ring, especially since 
Chavis never did them in his pre- 
Tatanka days. 

Tatanka is a very talented wrestler. 
Why can’t he just be that? 


Na 


Tatanka is doing little for the image of Native Americans. 


—— 
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What's T he Point 
Of Playing 
By The Rules? 


/ [ IY loss to Steve Austin, a con- 
Wrroversial decision that cost 


rn ch in Austin, Texas. 
Ss in Japan on business 
had the entire place, a 


“4 needed a ‘piave to rest EVare| 
think,” Dustin said. “I felt like | had 
‘a lot of decisions to make.” 

Despite a choice of 23 rooms, 
Dustin spent most of his time in 
his father’s cedar-paneled study. 
The room is a monument to one 
of pro wrestling’s richest careers. 
Trophies, awards, and plaques fill 
every available inch of wallspace. 
Photographs of Dusty posing with 
Presidents, senators, and celebri- 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 31 


ties decorate the large desk. Yet, 
according to Dustin, his father 
keeps his most valued memento 
locked away in a desk drawer. 
“This is what my dad looks at 
every time he comes in here,” said 
the l & Dustin. He pulled from the desk a 
matin cartoon drawing made by a local 
elementary school class more than 


After a bitter loss 


wus nie 15 years ago. It pictures Dusty on 
the mat, bleeding, while his oppo- 

Py : We i . . . 

finds | 4 nent stands above him with a title 


belt. The caption reads: the loser 
and still champion: Dusty Rhodes. 
“| think he likes it so much 
because of how skinny they drew 
AOe=-O1 | him,” Dustin laughs. “My father 
taal faced a lot of adversity in his 
career. The temptation to do the 
A wrong thing always stared him in 
Pet the face. We had a party here at 
chan: the house, and Lou Thesz said to 
me—lI must have been 11 or 12— 
he says to me that if my father 
had continued to break the rules, 
as he did when he first broke into 
the sport, he could have been the 
greatest wrestler in history. 
Imagine Lou Thesz saying that.” 
Though he knew his father was 


Dustin’s at a cross-Rhodes: Should he continue to i 
follow the rules, a tradition established by his bod 
father Dusty, or should he become a rulebreaker 
and enhance his chances of winning a world title? 


One-on-one, Rhodes stands an excel- 
lent chance of defeating Lord Steven 
Regal (left). However, Regal’s manager, 
Sir William, has been known to interfere 
on his man’s behalf (below). 
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traveling, he came searching for 
answers. “They're in the walls, in 
the halls—if you listen you can 
hear it,” he says. 

The problem is this: Dustin 
Rhodes has matured into one of 
the 10 finest wrestlers in the 
world. Everything is in place for 
him to win a world championship. 
Except for one small detail. 

“Dustin is every bit the wrestler 
his father was at his age.” The 
speaker is Lou Thesz, something 
of an authority on skills. “But 
Dustin, like his father, is too good. 
He won’t take advantage of a situ- 
ation if it violates his moral code. 

“This has nothing to do with 
rules. There isn’t a wrestler on earth 
who doesn’t break the rules. It has 
to do with attitude. He inherited 
his father’s sense of fair play. It 
crippled his father and it’s gonna 
do the same to him.” 

Dustin admits it, he 
blames himself, not 
Austin for his title loss. 

“The problem isn’t with 
Steve Austin,” Rhodes 
says. “He did what he 
had to to win. I’m won- 
dering if | should be 
doing the same. What's 
the point of playing by 
the rules?” 

The rulebreaking bug 
is in the air. It has bitten 
quite a few wrestlers 
and brought them 
greater success. There 
isn’t the negative asso- 
ciation with the word as 
there once was in Dusty 
Rhodes’ day. 

“| remember my father 
calling me in here the 
day after he lost the 
NWA title to Harley 
Race,” Dustin recalled. 
“It was a terrible call that 
cost him the belt. My pop 
is sitting in his chair, I'm 
sitting across on the 
couch over there. He 
just stares at me— 


Rhodes leaps onto Paul Orndorff during 
a 1993 match. If “The Natural” adopted 
Orndorff's rulebreaking style, would his 
path to a world title become clearer? 


seems like he looked at me for an 
hour. Then he took out this picture 
and set it on the table and left.” 

Dustin Rhodes thumbs the 
dog-eared drawing. “It's a different 
world now,” he concedes. “But it’s 
hard to unlearn the les- , 
sons that were instilled in | 
you. | grew up thinking 
there is a right way anda 
wrong way. If keeping 
your honor meant losing, 
then so be it. 

“Then the other day | 
got a message here.” 
Dustin gets up and 
presses an answering 
machine into service. 

“Listen boy, you gotta 
dish out like-minded 
medicine,” chides a 
familiar voice. “Do we 
understand each other? 


EPR 


It’s different today. You do what 
you have to, and I’m right behind 
your decision.” 

Dustin looks once again at the 
drawing and smiles. “Losing that 
belt really ticked me off,” he said. 


i 
ef 
eS 


“I. can count 50 other matches that 
| could have won if | wasn’t think- 
ing so much about my reputation. 
My father won three World titles 
without compromising. 

“I'm not here to repeat my 
father’s accomplishments. I’m my 
own man, with my own life. And it 
is a different world. You're judged 
by a different standard. And if it 
means | have to get a little ornery 
myself, then so be it.” 

No more Mr. Nice Guy? 

“| just don’t know,” he says, m 
just don’t know.” 


Should Rhodes become a rulebreaker, it 
would be interesting to see how Rick 
Rude, a bitter rival only months ago, 
would react to sharing a locker room 
with him. 
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At WrestleMania Il, Hogan and his aching ribs took on King Kong Bundy in a steel 


cage match in Chicago. Hogan was hurting, but he somehow managed to escape 
the cage and keep his title belt. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE WRESTLING RING is no 

longer his main stage. He is a 

Hollywood star now, more 
comfortable being interviewed by Jay 
Leno than by Lord Alfred Hays. And 
the glint in his eyes, which once 
sparkled only for wrestling, now 
appears when he talks about his 
upcoming TV series, Thunder In 
Paradise. 

But Hulk Hogan still smiles when 
someone brings up professional 
wrestling, especially when the subject 
is WrestleMania. 

“Man, if every night could be like 
WrestleMania, | never would have 
left,” Hogan said. “Il know it can’t 
ever be like that, but | wish it could.” 

WrestleMania was Hogan’s per- 
sonal spotlight. It was his Academy 
Awards ceremony, only he was the 
sole award-winner. It started in 1985 
as a celebration of Hulkamania. Eight 


whether a supercard could sell in the 


WrestleMania | in 1985 was famed for its célebrity sheen, but Cyndi United States, but then all those 


Lauper and Mr. T have faded from memory, irrevocably linked to the 
1980s. Conversely, the Hulk Hogan legend endures. 


years later, the “Hulkster” 
was still standing in the mid- 
dle of the ring after another 
WrestleMania and after win- 
ning another WWF World 
title at wrestting’s biggest 
event of the year. 

“It’s like there’s this magi- 
cal attraction between me 
and WrestleMania,” Hogan 
said. “It brings out the best 
in me, and | bring out the 
best in it.” 

There have been nine 
WrestleManias up to 1993. 
Hogan has appeared in all of 
them. Each one has been 
particularly special to him 
for a variety of reasons. 

“WrestleMania | is some- 
thing I'll never forget,” 
Hogan said. “A lot of people 
had their doubts about 


Hulkamaniacs dug down deep and 
started buying tickets, both live and 
closed-circuit. | never had any doubt. 

“The thing I'll always remember is 
the energy level that day in Madison 
Square Garden and the way you 
could feel the excitement being 
transmitted from all parts of the 
world. Shaking hands with Muham- 
mad Ali, seeing Liberace, let me tell 
you, it was an awesome day, brother! 

“Even more than the match, in 
which Mr. T and | beat Roddy Piper 
and Paul Orndorff, there was the 
feeling that we were all part of some- 
thing special.” 

WrestleMania Il was special to 
Hogan, too, but for different reasons. 
It was held at three locations— 
Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, New 
York, the Rosemont Horizon in sub- 
urban Chicago, and the Los Angeles 
Sports Arena—and each hosted a 
main event. Hogan wrestled King 
Kong Bundy at the Horizon. 

“It was like the whole WWF fami- 
ly was on a mission to all parts of the 
United States,” Hogan recalled. “We 
were out to spread the word and we 
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stood and cheered when 
Roddy Piper won his 
retirement match.” 

The WWF moved to 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
for WrestleMania IV, and 
for the first time, Hogan 
wasn’t defending his title. 

“That was the year of 
the title tournament,” 


did it by wrestling all over the United 
States. That’s another thing people 
said couldn’t be done, but Wrestle- 
Mania was created by people who did 
the impossible. 

“Then people said | couldn’t beat 
Bundy, too, and let me tell you, my 
ribs were hurting bad. Nothing will 
ever beat that feeling when | climbed 
out of the cage and won the match.” 

The attendance made Wrestle- 
Mania Ill memorable. A record 
indoor crowd of 93,173 packed the 
Silverdome in Pontiac, Michigan, to 
watch Hogan battle Andre the Giant. 

“There are a lot of things | 
remember about WrestleMania III, 
like how Andre almost had me beat- 
en in the first minute,” Hogan said. “l 
have different feelings about that 
match now that Andre’s gone. I'd 


rather remember the way the crowd dethroned the “Hulkster” with a clean pin. 
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Hogan said. “| kind of knew going in 
that it would be tough to win the belt 
back because Andre was a tremen- 
dous obstacle and we were both 
going to be exhausted from our 
match. The, best part of that night 
was helping ‘Macho Man’ win the 
belt. | felt like he was the best man to 
carry on Hulkamania. If [Ted] DiBiase 
had won it, the belt wouldn’t have 
meant nothing.” 

Hogan didn’t always feel that way. 
The “Macho Man’”-“Hulkster” friend- 
ship eventually soured, and 
Hogan and Savage went head-to- 
head at WrestleMania V, also in 
Atlantic City. Hogan won the unfor- 
gettable classic. 

“Macho Man’ dug down deep in 
that match, but he couldn’t match the 
power of 10 million Hulkamaniacs,” 
Hogan recalled. “He was beaten 
before he even stepped into the . 
ring.” 

The WWF went north of the bor- 
der for WrestleMania VI. A crowd of 
67,678 at SkyDome in Toronto paid 
over $4-million Canadian to watch 
Hogan battle The Ultimate Warrior 
in the ultimate showdown of WWF 
champion vs. Intercontinental cham- 
pion, power vs. power. 


Hogan and The Ultimate Warrior shake hands in February 1990 at a press confer- 
ence in Toronto promoting WrestleMania VI. Two months later at SkyDome, Warrior 


Hogan remembers that match as 
“the one | didn’t want to wrestle, not 
only because | lost but because the 
Warrior was a friend. But we both 
got the adrenaline pumping. 

“It was a title vs. title match, and 
there’s no way | wanted to walk out 
of that ring empty-handed. Neither 
did the Warrior. He beat me, but the 
thing that bothered me most is how 
[WWF President] Jack Tunney 
wouldn’t grant a rematch. | re- 
strained myself and called his deci- 
sion ‘ga-ga.’ | meant a lot worse.” 

Hogan happily recalled the “joy 
and patriotism” surrounding his 
WrestleMania VII showdown with 
Sgt. Slaughter. The Persian Gulf war 
between the U.S. and Iraq was still 


fresh in everyone’s minds, and 
nobody—least of all Hogan—was 
willing to forgive Slaughter for his 
pro-lraq stance. 

“1 still can’t believe he did that,” 
Hogan said. “That hurt. He hit us 
where it hurt, and the worst part is 
he didn’t seem to care.” 

Hogan, in perhaps his proudest 
moment ever, regained the World 
title from Slaughter and struck anoth- 
er blow for the U.S. 

“l also remember the Warrior 
wrestling Savage in a retirement 
match,” Hogan said. “Warrior won, 
but neither man retired. Maybe | 
shouldn’t talk. Almost everyone 
thought | was going to retire after 
beating Sid Justice at WrestleMania 


Hogan was at his most patriotic in 1991, at the height of the 
Gulf war. He defeated American turncoat Sgt. Slaughter at 
WrestleMania Vil to regain the World title. 


Perhaps Hogan’s 
WrestleMania came last year in Las 


last hurrah at 


Vegas, when he battled Yokozuna in an 
impromptu match at WrestleMania IX 
and halted the Samoan’s reign at 2 min- 
utes 7 seconds. 


Vill, but | didn’t.” 

That card was memorable for the 
double main event: Ric Flair vs. 
Savage for the World title and Hogan 
vs. Justice. Ironically, Hogan remem- 
bers more about the Flair-Savage 
match. 

“Flair and | have an understanding 
now, but he did some bad things in 
that match that I'll never respect him 
for,” Hogan recalled. “He released 
those pictures of Elizabeth and that 
got all of us a little angry. Me and all 
the Hulkamaniacs were rooting hard 
for Randy that day.” 

Hogan still can’t get over what 
happened at WrestleMania IX. He 
arrived at Caesars Palace in Las 
Vegas planning to team with Brutus 
Beefcake against Money Inc. He did, 
but later in the card Hogan wrestled 
new WWF World champion Yoko- 
zuna in an impromptu match. 

“That’s the match I'll never for- 
get,” Hogan said. “Mr. Fuji thought he 
could mess around with the integrity 
of that belt, but he was dead wrong 
and he stung himself. The win was 
spontaneous, hard to believe. | could 
never top that.” 

But who knows? Maybe he'll try. 
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Jeff Jarrett made a bogus cover 
of CountryBeat magazine with 
his photo on the cover. The 
magazine was never released 
for national distribution. 


BILLY RAY CYRUS: ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL - DIAMOND RIO- CHARLIE DANIELS 
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( 6 I'll Give 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


>) EFF JARRETT’S GOT the 

} Beat ... and he couldn’t be hap- 
\ ‘pier’about it. The WWF's 
newest star—and country music’s lat- 
est wannabe—is holding a copy of 
CountryBeat magazine and gazing 
admiringly at the cover. 

“This oughta show ‘em back in 
Memphis,” Jarrett crows. “This is 
even better than having my picture on 
the cover of Rolling Stone! 
Something like this’Il make Double-J 
a superstar of country music!” 

Jarrett places the magazine care- 
fully on the trainer’s table and picks 
up his guitar. He launches into a little 
ditty—something about buying five 
copies for his mother—that has the 
other wrestlers in the locker room 
grabbing their ears. 

Tone deaf or not, as Double J-or 
Jeff Jarrett, the country boy from 
Hendersonville, Tennessee, has 
arrived two-stepping in the WWF 
with an attitude that enrages his for- 
mer friends and fans. Jarrett, former 


fan favorite and do-gooder, is country 
music’s answer to Honky Tonk Man. 

But just what was the question? 

“The question is, ‘Where tn the 
world did he ever get the idea that he 
can sing and why is he turning his 
back on all his friends?’” said Jerry 
Lawler. “I don’t know what’s come 
over him. Jeff's like a different per- 
son.” 

Lawler can take some of the 
blame. Jarrett was already halfway 
out the USWA door on December 20 
when Lawler beat him for the USWA 
heavyweight title. That pushed him 
head-first into the waiting arms of the 


WWE and the trumped-up cover of 
CountryBeat. (CountryBeat is pub- 
lished by this company, which neither 
distributed an issue with Jarrett on the 
cover, nor authorized him to print his 
likeness in connection with our regis- 
tered trademark.) 

Lawler should remember that he is 
the pied piper of the USWA. He was 
the first USWA star to wrestle in the 
WWF under an interfederation agree- 
ment, and he shouldn’t have expected 


But here’s what really makes Jarrett 
different than other country stars. 
Could you picture Buck Owens putting 
Jerry Lawier in a piledriver, before 
“The King’s” fans, no less? : 
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to be the last. As Jarrett said, ““What’s 
good for the goose is good for the 
gander.” 

Lawler also seems to be forgetting 
that he led a double life as a fan 
favorite in the USWA and a rule- 
breaker in the WWF. So what if 
Jarrett is suddenly a rulebreaker in 
both places? At least he’s consistent. 

“That’s right, I rock to a steady 
beat, unlike that two-timing Lawler,” 
Jarrett said. “I’ve known him long 
enough to know that he’s as double- 
faced as they.come. Where does he 
get off criticizing me after all the stuff 
he’s pulled? If he wants to talk, let 
him talk, but he’s gonna have to back 
his words with action. I'll give 
Lawler a country beating!” 


Lawler, who plans on hounding Jar- 
rett in the WWF if necessary, had his 
answers ready to Jarrett’s questions. 

“The fact is that I never turned my 
back on my fans, like he did,” Lawler 
said. “If the people in the WWF want- 
ed to call me a rulebreaker, that’s their 
prerogative, but I never changed. 
What would you call Vince McMahon 
when he came to the USWA? He was 
a visitor and he broke our rules! 

“T also never turned my back on 
my friends, like Jarrett did. We’ve 
been friends and partners for years, 
but all of a sudden he catches the 
scent of money and gets to thinking 
that he’s Travis Tritt in wrestling 
trunks. He’s the one who needs a 
good beating. 

“And another thing: He’s a copy- 
cat. I blazed the trails and he’s trying 
to take the gold. There’s no way I’m 
going to let that happen. If Jeff wants 
to go on doing what he’s doing, he’s 
gonna have to keep on messing with 
me.” 

Lawler isn’t the only person Jarrett 
has to deal with. On a recent WWF 
card, Marty Jannetty stepped in and 
stopped him from singing. Jarrett was 
angry, but the incident didn’t stop 
him from finding another stage. 

“He denied those fans a great con- 
cert,” he boasted. “I’ve got one of the 
greatest voices in country music— 
better than Willie Nelson’s—and the 
people wanted to hear it. Did you see 
those folks in the front row? They 


Lawler and Jarrett were once friends 
and even tag team partners. However, 
Jarrett accuses the Memphis monarch 
of being “double-faced,” and says 
Lawler better back up his accusations. 


were dying to hear me!” 

Jarrett seems more-concerned with 
singing than wrestling. That’s a major 
switch for an outstanding scientific 
wrestler who always preached a no- 
nonsense credo. The attitude change 
is positively alarming because 
nobody saw it coming. He has always 
deen an upstanding citizen. 

It’s almost impossible to say when 
the change occurred. Although Jarrett 
claims he has sung in bars and clubs 
throughout Tennessee, a spot check 
by WRESTLING SUPERSTARS found not 
a single place where he has appeared. 

“Sure, I know Jeff,” said one bar- 
tender. “He’s in here all the time. 
Usually he has a glass of 7-Up and 
watches the bands.” 

Perhaps he took a country karaoke 
night too far. Or maybe Jarrett, gener- 
ally a rather bland individual, wanted 


a piece of the action in the WWE and 
found an outlandish way to get it. The 
WWE never would have noticed the 
old Jarrett. 

“That’s a shame, because he was a 
great wrestler,” Lawler said. “He was 
a good friend, too, until now.” 

Jarrett laughed at this. He laughs at 
everything. He has his picture on the 
cover. Five copies for his mother. His 
smiling face on the cover of 
CountryBeat. 

“Oh, man,” he says. “Beautiful.” 
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Not only have Jarrett and Lawler been 
trading punches, but they’ve fired plen- 
ty of verbal accusations as well. It’s 
kind of ironic, for in joining the WWF, 
Jarrett is following in the path Lawler 
set last year. 
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ARN ANDERSON 


VEN THOSE WHO hate 
him respect him.” You 
hear that phrase a lot 
regarding Arn Anderson, and it’s 
never been more true than in recent 
months. 

“The Enforcer” is on the come- 
back trail after a harrowing incident 
in Blackburn, England, last October. 
During WCW’s European tour, 
Anderson and Sid Vicious were 
involved in a hotel brawl. Both suf- 
fered serious injuries; in fact, as of 
press time, Vicious hadn’t returned to 
wrestling. 

Anderson’s toughness was put to 
the test; he was out of action for two 
months. Finally he resumed wrestling 
on December 28, in a WCW that was 


6¢ 


somewhat different than when he last 
saw action. The night before, 
Anderson’s old Four Horsemen buddy 
Ric Flair had won the World title at 
Starrcade, defeating Big Van Vader. 

But yet another member of the 
Horsemen had strayed from the sta- 
ble. 

Paul Roma had teamed with 
Anderson to win the World tag team 
title last August 18, but they lost the 
belts to The Nasty Boys a month later 
at Fall Brawl. Roma had showed 
signs of dissatisfaction with the 
Horsemen at the time of Anderson’s 
injury, and he has now, much to 
Flair’s dismay, aligned himself with 
rulebreaker Paul Orndorff and man- 
ager The Assassin. 


Toughness and Arn Anderson go hand in hand, as Erik Watts and others have 
learned. “The Enforcer” is back in the ring after last fall’s altercation with Sid 
Vicious in England, and remains one of WCW’s fiercest competitors. 


Ironically, Roma was Anderson’s 
first opponent in his comeback, and 
Arn delighted the fans in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, by defeating 
him. 

No one was surprised by the out- 
come. The 6', 249-pound Minneapolis 
native—part of the famed Anderson 
wrestling family—has wrestled pro- 
fessionally since 1982 and is 
renowned for his toughness and 
tenacity. In his youth, he won a 
Minnesota state high school title, and 
later excelled at powerlifting. 

At times a fan favorite, at times a 
rulebreaker, but always true to him- 
self and his friends, Anderson has 
won a variety of tag and singles titles 
in WCW and the WWF. He is proba- 
bly best-known for his stints in The 
Four Horsemen and as a tag team 
partner of Tully Blanchard in the 
late-1980s. They became the first tag 
team in history to win world titles in 
both the NWA and the WWF. 

Managing Editor V.J. Paterno 
recently interviewed Anderson in 
Atlanta. “If I were a screenwriter and 
wanted to create a first-class Western 
script, I’d model my protagonist after 
Arn,” he reported. “The strong, 
somewhat silent type, a man who lets 
his deeds do the talking. I'd heard ail 
sorts of good things about Arn from 
the wrestling community, and I’m 
glad to report all those things are 
true, indeed. He’s the kind of man 
you'd want at your side in battle, and 
I can see why Ric Flair feels so 
strongly about him.” 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Let’s ask the question everyone 
wants to know. What actually 
happened in that brawl with Sid 
Vicious? 


ARN ANDERSON: 


I can’t answer that now for a 
variety of reasons. Some of 
them are legal, some ... well, 
I’d rather focus on my 
wrestling right now. That’s 
very important to me. I under- 
stand your interest; as a jour- 
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nalist, you have to ask. It’s 
your job. Down the road, I 
might talk about it. For now, 
no. 


WS: Understandable. Let’s talk about 


coming back to action after a 
two-month absence. 


AA: It was difficult at first. In order 


to recover during the layoff, I 
had to relax, let my muscles 


Last summer, Anderson and Paul Roma reigned as WCW World tag team champi- 
ons. Then Roma strayed from The Four Horsemen to team with Paul Orndorff and 
The Assassin. Anderson vows vengeance in the ring. 


loosen up a bit. And I don’t 
like to relax—when I can’t 
wrestle or work out, I’m like a 
caged tiger. Fortunately for all 
concerned, that didn’t last too 
long, and I soon began work- 
ing out again. After a while, 
everything fell back into place, 
as if I’d never been away. I felt 
completely comfortable. 


trating on unseating Big Van 
Vader in the past few weeks. 
But he and I talked about the 
Horsemen while I was recu- 
perating. We haven’t deter- 
mined where we’ll go with it. I 
defer final judgment on the 
topic to him. 

It must have felt kind of strange 
wrestling a former teammate. 
You get used to this sort of 
thing in wrestling. Emotions 
change so frequently, you 
know. One day your best 
friend may become your 
fiercest rival. But Paul and I 
used to spar with each other in 
workouts, and while you don’t 
want to hurt your tag partner, 
I always kept his strengths 
and weaknesses in the back of 
my mind. It’s good to know 
those things when you’re 


Ws 


AA 


Anderson is probably best-known for 
being part of the original Four 
Horsemen, who terrorized NWA and 
later WCW. “The Enforcer” works on 
the legs of Doom’s Ron Simmons in 
1990 action. 


WS: Did you want to face Paul Roma 
in your first match back? 

AA: You’re darn right I did. I 
can’t forgive Roma for walk- 
ing out on me in particular, 
and The Four Horsemen in 
general. And he did it only a 
few weeks after he and I were 
World tag team champions! 
How ungrateful can you get? 
If Ric Flair hadn’t selected 
Roma to be a Horseman, he’d 
still be known as a mid-card 
guy. The Horsemen made him, 
and now, I’m afraid, the 
Horsemen will have to break 
him. And Paul Orndorff and 
The Assassin, too. 

Of late, we haven’t heard Flair 
talk much about the Horsemen. 
He isn’t abandoning the stable, 


Ws 
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is he? ey 
2 c if Anderson is to take on Orndorff (and Roma), he'll have to find another 
AA: Not by any means. Keep in tag team partner. He isn’t sure whether he and Ric Flair will recruit a new 
mind that he had been concen- Horseman, or if he’ select a partner on his own. 
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Whether as a fan favorite or rulebreaker, Anderson has always wrestled with 
incredible intensity. It’s this devotion to his craft that has made him popular with 
his fellow wrestlers. 


WS: 


AA: 


teaming with someone ... or 
opposing them. 

Our Winston-Salem correspon- 
dent told me you got a nice 
hand when you were intro- 
duced. That must have really 
moved you. 

I don’t like saying it—hey, 
I’ve got a tough image to 
uphold (laughs)—but it did. 
However, it didn’t surprise 
me; you know how emotional 
the fans can be. I like to think 
that it wasn’t just out of sym- 
pathy, but the public’s way of 
saying “thank you” for my 
work ethic in the ring all these 
years. I’ve always given my 
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WSs: 


AA: 
WS: 


AA: 


WS: 


AA: 


best in the squared circle, and 
I hope fans appreciate that. 
What do you see yourself doing 
in the next few months? 
Wrestling ... winning ... 

But specifically what? Tag 
teams? Singles? 

We’ll have to see. I don’t 
think I’m through with Roma 
just yet, but if I’m going to 
meet him in a tag team situa- 
tion, I’m going to need anoth- 
er partner. 

Ric Flair’s the only other active 
Horseman. 

Therein lies the problem. Ric 
naturally wants to make 
defending the World title his 


first priority and tag team 
wrestling isn’t his real cup of 
tea. We might find another 
Horseman, or I might go out- 
side and find a partner of my 
own. I honestly don’t know 
yet. 


: So you may focus on singles 


instead. 


: That’s possible, too. Wrest- 


ling singles and tags are 
apples and oranges, just like 
playing singles and doubles in 
tennis. In tag teams, you have 
to be in syne with your part- 
ner, and strategy is a lot more 
important. It might make 
more sense for me to stick to 
singles while I’m getting back 
in the swing of things, 
although I’ve always derived 
as much satisfaction from 
having partners. I’m essen- 
tially a team player. I always 
have been. 


: Let’s assume you find a partner. 


Evaluate the WCW tag team 
scene here at the start of 1994. 


: Naturally you start with The 


Nasty Boys, who never should 
have stolen the belts from 
Roma and me last September, 
but the referee was distracted. 
That happens. Still, Sags and 
Knobs regained the belts in 
October after losing them to 
Scorpio and Bagwell, so you 
have to respect their ability. 
And I do, though I’m certain- 
ly not going to give Missy 
Hyatt any credit for their suc- 
cess. Knobs and Sags were 
first-class competitors long 
before she became their man- 
ager. Scorpio and Bagwell 
have a great future ahead of 
them, and that short reign of 
theirs will only make them 
hungrier. This new duo of 
Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne 
is interesting, if nothing else. 
They’re both wildmen with a 
lot of talent; if they can har- 
ness that ability, they’re going 
to be dangerous to everyone. 


WS: If you do decide to wrestle in a 


tag team, who would you pur- 
sue as a potential partner? 


AA: Hold your horses! I don’t 


have any names yet. 


WS: What qualities would you seek 


in an ideal tag partner? 


AA: Naturally, he would have to 


be a talented wrestler, some- 
one who could carry his share 
of the load. Loyalty is just as 
important, if not more so, 
especially after what I’ve been 
through with Roma. Another 
thing I’d look for is a sharp 
mind, someone who can 
quickly adjust to a particular 
situation. The best wrestlers 
use their brains as well as 
their bodies. Also, I’d want 
someone who is good at fol- 
lowing orders, someone who 
would help us exceed the sum 


Facing an old comrade is nothing new for Anderson. He had a protracted feud with 
one-time partner Bobby Eaton, and now is doing likewise against his former 
Horseman friend Paul Roma. 


of our parts. 


WS: Some people have been disap- 


AA: 


Ws 


pointed with the latest edition 
of the Horsemen. They figured 
you, Ole Anderson, and Flair 
would have a lot more impact 
than you have had. What would 
you tell them? 

We’ve had some extenuating 
circumstances, and I’m not 
using that as an excuse. It 
takes a while to develop a 
first-rate stable, and some- 
times you make a mistake. In 
retrospect, that’s what hap- 
pened with Roma. Don’t 
count us out just yet. 

There’s been talk Flair may 
form a super-stable with Hulk 
Hogan and Jimmy Hart. Would 
you want to be part of that? 
Would you want Hogan includ- 


ed in The Four Horsemen? 


AA: That’s all hypothetical, you 


know. Hulk’s not even in 
WCW, and we’re talking 
about a stable involving him! 
Listen, no wrestler worth his 
salt would reject being part of 
a stable with Hogan—look at 
all he’s accomplished. At the 
same time, I’ve heard other 
rumors, and I emphasize 
they’re rumors, that if Hogan 
joins WCW, he may want to 
challenge Flair just to settle 
their rivalry once and for all. 
They respect each other, true, 
but they may feel their match- 
es in the WWF never resolved 
anything. Again, these are 
rumors! If Hogan ys. Flair 
does happen in WCW, you 
know I'll be in Ric’s corner, 
but if Hulk wants to be a 
Horseman, I might just say 
welcome aboard. O 
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SUPERSTAR 


DREAM MATCH 


%, 
mat 


BRET HART 


Bret Hart is 5’11” and weighs 235 pounds ... 
Calgary, Alberta, native is part of the famed Hart 
wrestling family ... Made his professional debut in 
1976 ... Won initial singles belt in 1979, when he 
defeated Dynamite Kid for the Commonwealth 
heavyweight title in Canada ... First major title 
came in 1981, when he beat Ted DiBiase for the 
IWGP championship ... Has been in WWF since 
1984 ... Currently a fan favorite, but for a time was 
a rulebreaker with Jim Neidhart (The Hart 
Foundation) under the guidance of the unrelated 
Jimmy Hart ... Won the Intercontinental title on 
August 26, 1991, lost it the following January, then 
regained it in April ... Lost I-C belt to brother-in- 
law Davey Boy Smith at SummerSlam ’92, but 
won World title from Ric Flair that October ... Was 
upset by Yokozuna last April at WrestleMania IX 
... Known as the “Hitman,” Hart is among the 
most brilliant technical wrestlers anywhere. 
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BRETHART |. 


COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


STING 


Sting is 6’2” and weighs 260 pounds ... A native of 
Venice Beach, California ... WCW’s premier gate 
attraction throughout the 1990s ... Began pro 
career as part of Powerteam U.S.A.; one of his 
teammates, Rock, was later known as The 
Ultimate Warrior ... Began singles career under 
Eddie Gilbert’s management, but later feuded with 
him ... Teamed with Rick Steiner for UWF tag team 
belts ... Wrestled Ric Flair to a draw in 1988 at 
initial Clash of the Champions ... Won first major 
singles title in 89, beating Mike Rotundo for NWA 
TV belt ... Was briefly a member of The Four 
Horsemen in 1990, but fell out and won the NWA 
(later WCW) title from Flair that July ... Flair won it 
back the following January ... Beat Lex Luger for 
WCW World title on February 29, 1992, then lost it 
to Big Van Vader five months later ... Won belt 
back from Vader on March 11, 1993, but Vader 
reclaimed it on the 17th. 


HEN SHAKESPEARE’S FAMED “ides Of March” 
fell on March 15, 1993, a Bret Hart vs. Sting match 
would have been for all the marbles, perhaps the ultimate 
“Dream Match” of all. That's because each was world 
champion of his respective federation. Hart had ruled the 
WWF since the previous October, while Sting was 
celebrating his third WCW title reign on the federation’s 
European tour. It proved to be a mere six-day blip in the 
Big Van Vader era, but the “Stinger’ was champion just 
the same. 
We bring this up because both Hart and Sting are now 
considered in the past tense by many of each federation’s 
fans. The “Hitman” had several chances to regain the title 


against Yokozuna during 1993, but none came at a pay- 
per-view. He’s been somewhat shunted aside by other 
wrestlers, particularly The Undertaker. In recent months, 
Sting has fared even worse. Vader was unsuccessfully 
challenged by Cactus Jack, and then dethroned by Ric 
Flair. At major cards, Sting was more often than not 
involved in largely irrelevant tag team matches, above 
mid-card status but certainly not a headliner. 

Bret Hart? Sting? Oh yes, yesterday's heroes. 

But the worm can always tum in wrestling, and these 
two very popular worms—among the greatest of fan 
favorites anywhere—siarted in quest of the same apple. 
Who got there first is a fascinating story. How they got 
there is all the more intriguing. 


= < 


favorite, but watch out for his mean streak. 


Is this any way to treat your brother-in-law? Bret Hart teams up with Jim Neidhart 
against Davey Boy Smith during WWF action in 1987. The “Hitman” may be a fan 


BROKEN HART 


The fall from grace is lonely 
and swift, and if you don’t believe 
it, ask the man who is stopped by 
the side of Interstate 70 fixing his 
flat tire. Recognize him? Of 
course you do ... you definitely 
do! 

It’s probably all that grease 
and dirt. You’d know him if he 
was wearing his title belt, or his 
tuxedo. Or if he had a delicious 
babe on his arm, like he usually 
did. The man hunched under his 
car used to be somebody, he 
used to be a contender. No, 
make that the champ. 


STUNG 


A Porsche races down I-70 in 
eastern Colorado; the Rocky 
Mountains are well off in the 
distance, but the Great Plains are 
gradually elevating. The driver 
leans the car smoothly into a 
slight highway bend at 70 miles 
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per hour. His face is calm, his 
skin smooth. He is cool. He is 
collected. He is singing along to 
his eight-speaker car stereo, to 
an old Joe Jackson song, “I’m 
The Man.” As a teenager he 
considered it “his” song, his 
anthem. His face freezes. He 
stops singing. He shuts off the 
radio. 


ROADSIDE CHAT 


“Dammit!” precedes several 
more creative expletives, as the 
jack collapses under the weight of 
the ex-champ’s car. The car 
pitches forward and the champ 
tears his leather jacket, rolling 
away to avoid the car as it 
tumbles down a five-foot em- 
bankment. At that moment, the 
Porsche speeds by. The driver, 
without a song to hum, sees the 
car dip and the man fall. He stops 
and backs up to the scene and is 
startled that he recognizes the 
man on the ground. The driver of 
the Porsche says, “Hey, Bret.” 
And Bret Hart replies, “Howya 
doin’, Sting?” 


BRIEF HISTORY 


Of all the careers that thrust 
once-ordinary people into na- 
tional consciousness, profes- 
sional sports is the most fickle. 
Perhaps because most sports 
figures are uncommonly ordinary, 
simple folk to begin with, philo- 
sophically unprepared for the 
limelight. All they wanted to do 
was play games; fame and 
fortune were merely sweet by- 
products of their success. 

Writers and actors set out with 
the idea that fame is the quarry 
and they the hunters. Once they 
achieve a certain fame quotient, 
they can always find an audience 
for their work. There will always 
be room for the ex-film star in 
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The charismatic Sting has been WCW’s most popular star for years. The three-time 
World champion’s rapport with fans has made him a frequent guest on TV talk shows. 


dinner theater; the former best- 
selling author can always write for 
magazines. 

For the pro athlete, there is 
nowhere to go, aside from 
coaching. Once he stops playing 
his games, there is no place for 
him. A handful of recognized 
faces trade their names in for 
commercial success, but for the 
vast majority, once the games 
stop, the party’s over. 

Remarkably, until their encoun- 
ter on the roadside, Sting and 
Bret Hart had never met. They 
had spent their careers in 
opposing federations—and those 
careers eerily overlapped, 
mirrored each other's so closely 
that you might think the reason 
you never saw them together was 
because, in fact, they were the 
same person. 

Both enjoyed early tag team 
success, and quickly became 
darlings of fans and promoters. 
“They were easy to work with,” 


said one official who worked in 
both the WWF and WCW. “Even 
though Bret Hart was a rule- 
breaker, he was a nice guy out of 
the ring. Family breeding, y'know. 
And Sting’s a sweetheart. They 
went wherever the promoters 
asked. Never a protest.” 

That’s a nice way of saying 
they were both saps. Neither man 
received as many title shots as 
their talents deserved. Their 
popularity actually stood in the 
way. “The promoter could send 
the champ to one arena and still 
get a sellout with Sting or Bret in 
another arena,” explains a wrest- 
ling ticket broker. “Why put all 
your eggs in one basket?” 

Eventually, patience and talent 
triumphed. After several dozen 
opportunities, Sting captured the 
first of three WCW World titles. 
Hart waited until there was a 
crack in Hulkamania and earned 
the WWF crown. As champions, 
both earned wrestling’s top 


honor, of being labeled “pound- 
for-pound” the best grappler in 
the world. 

“I’ve been called a lot of nice, 
complimentary things,” Hart once 
said, “and I'll tell you, nothing 
speaks better or louder than a 
title belt.” He proved the more 
resilient champion, defending his 
belt for nearly half a year while 
becoming the federation’s pre- 
mier drawing card in what 
apparently was the post-Hogan 
era. 

Though he had trouble keeping 
his title belt, Sting’s popularity 
soared. He was clearly the feder- 
ation’s house celebrity, appearing 
on talk shows and MTV. He was 
being courted by movie 
producers who wanted him for 
feature films. 

“There was a time, when Sting 
and Hart were world champions, 
that you felt wrestling had 
returned to a golden age,” said 
one promoter. “They were 
accessible champions, like the 
old guys, [Lou] Thesz 
and [Buddy] Rogers 
and [Verne] Gagne. 
And they loved to 
wrestle. Sting had a 
little shtick, but kept a 
good head on his 
shoulders. You could 
tell they were proud 
every night they hit 
the ring. They felt a 
real responsibility to 
the fans and to their 
sport that you just 
don’t see anymore.” 

And then the 
bottom fell out. Hart 
lost a controversial 
match to Yokozuna 
and was immediately 
supplanted as num- 


out from the dressing room. By 
the time Yokozuna regained the 
title, Hart had dropped in the 
ratings. More importantly, his 
value dropped in the eyes of 
promoters. 

Sting, meanwhile, continued 
to receive title opportunities but 
could never defeat Big Van 
Vader. After Ric Flair did, the 
fading Sting completely 
disappeared from main events. 

“It’s like the two never 
existed,” said one astonished 
promoter. “In all my years I’ve 
never seen anything like it. These 
guys are top wrestlers, but 
somehow they each had this 
negative momentum attach to 
them. It was weird.” 


THE RIDE 


“What happened?” 

“A blowout. New tire, also.” 

“Where you headed?” 

“Los Angeles.” 

“C’mon. I'll give you a ride.” 
“Thanks,” Hart says, getting 


in. “l was getting tired of driving 
myself anyway.” 

There are very distinct signs 
in wrestling that your star is no 
longer rising. Sting and Hart 
experienced the painful with- 
drawal over a period of two 
years, where neither was able to 
obtain a title shot. 

“| almost came to the WWF,” 
Sting betrayed. “Talks fell through 
at the last minute.” 

“Sounds like the same talks | 
was having with WCW,” joked 
Hart. “But by then everything was 
falling through.” 

The modern athlete has 
learned to cushion the inevitable 
fall from favor. Sting, a native of 
Venice Beach, California, had 
already installed himself as a 
“celebrity.” As his wrestling 
bookings declined, Sting milked 
the talk and game show circuit 
and was on this day enroute to 
L.A. to audition as the emcee for 
a new game show on MTV. 

Bret Hart had little interest in 


ber-one contender Hart gives a hurting to Bam Bam Bigelow. Yet after falling out of the WWF’s inner circle of World 
when Hogan came title contenders, it was he who felt the pain of being little more than a memory to promoters. 
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matters outside the ring. He paid 
little attention, and reaped less 
benefit from his sex-symbol 
status. If he wasn’t going to 
wrestle, he long ago concluded, 
then he would open a beverage 
distributorship with his brothers or 
coach high school wrestling. It 
was only at his agent’s insistence 
(he threatened to quit) and his 
father’s pleading (“lf they’re 
offering that kind of money, you 
have to be a fool not to take it”) 
that Hart was going to Los 
Angeles. 

“What’s in L.A.?” Hart asked. 

“You won’t believe it.” 

“Try me.” 

“I’m interviewing for some 
game show job. This guy | know 
from Canada is involved. He said 
I’m a natural. | can’t believe it. | 
can’t believe I’m even considering 
doing something like this.” 

Silence filled the car. 

“What did you say the name of 
the show was?” 


THE AUDITION 


It’s odd how you don’t think 
you really want something until 
someone else sets their sights on 
it. Hart really was uninterested in 
the job; he was going through the 
motions for his father and 
because he thought the drive out 
West would take his mind off his 
frustrating ring career. But when 
he discovered that Sting was 
auditioning for the same job, his 
attitude changed. By the time 
they pulled into Los Angeles, Hart 
could think of nothing he wanted 
more. The show was called ... 


... BEDROOM BEDLAM ... 


A new game show created by 
MTV. Sting had been a frequent 
guest panelist on another MTV 
entry, but the executive producer, 
a 22-year-old prodigy, had a huge 
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Sting, host of a game show? Why not? He led a team of WCW wrestlers to victory 


- ee 


on Family Feud. Ironically, then-host Ray Combs was a guest analyst at last year's 
WWF Survivor Series, starring Hart and his brothers. 


The young producer of a TV game show 
originally envisioned Hart as host of her 
program. Then Sting came on the scene 
and stole her affections ... and the job. 


crush on Bret Hart. In Hollywood, 
that’s like having an 800-pound 
gorilla for your tag team partner. 
An hour before auditions 
began, the producer invited Hart 
into her office. “I’m a little embar- 


rassed to admit this,” she 
whispered, “but | would love your 
autograph. I’ve been a fan of you 
and your brothers for the longest 
time.” 

How long could that be, Hart 
wondered, noting her age. At the 
same time he was relieved. He 
was anxious about the audition. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


Here at least was a friendly face, 
a fan who respected him for his 
ring talents. Someone who 
appreciated him as a pro- 
fessional. 


THE BAR 


Bret Hart did not hesitate 
when the bartender asked what 
his pleasure was. 

“A wrestling ring,” Hart said. 
“Any one will do.” 

“What would you like to 
drink?” 

“A Molson and a shot of 
Yukon Jack.” 

Not much later, Hart felt much 
better about his life. His priorities 
were finally straight. He had 
panicked, that’s all. Imagine, a 
ring lifer like himself losing faith in 
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(Continued from page 52) 


Hart didn’t cotton to Sting’s 
victory at the auditions, nor did 
he care much for the “Stinger’s” 
snide remarks. 


his abilities. 

He would laugh about this day 
in the very near future. After he 
finished his beer, he would take a 
cab to the airport and fly back 
home. He would call local pro- 
moters and start working the 
independent circuit again. Just 
the thought of slapping a 
headlock on somebody made him 
smile. 

Just then Sting and the young 
producer walked into the bar. The 
“Stinger” had no illusions about 
dignity and pride. After Hart fled 
the producer’s office, the audi- 
tions convened. The producer 
thought Sting was cute and he 
won the job. 

The sight of those two together 
stirred something deep inside 


Bret Hart. “You mohawked pro- 
stitute,” he screamed at his 
former colleague. That’s right 
former—because he, Bret Hart, 
was still a wrestler. The man 
sitting at the booth, his face 
painted, wearing his $2,500 suit 
was, in Hart’s eyes, a walking 
freak show. 

“Hey Bret,” Sting said, “don’t 
bum out. You'll find a job. | hear 
McMahon needs an office 
assistant.” The next sound Sting 
heard was that of his perfectly 
sculptured nose being broken. 

Understand that their brawl 
was the first “action” either man 
had had in weeks. For both, it 
was the longest they had been 
away from the ring and it showed 
in the damage to the bar. 

“| thought | was lucky that the 
earthquake missed me,” the bar 
owner said. “At least | have 
insurance for natural disasters.” 

The battle grabbed the 
headlines. The irony is that the 
coverage provided the perfect 
launch for Sting’s new show. 
Promos were filmed while Sting 
was in the hospital and the first 
episodes were rushed into 
production. Its debut episode got 
tremendous ratings. 


THE CALL 


There were 19 messages 
waiting at Bret Hart’s Calgary 
home when he returned. Four 
were from independent pro- 
moters, offering him immediate 
title shots. One was from a 
contrite-sounding Vince McMa- 
hon seeking to “talk things over.” 
Others were from friends, 
congratulating him on what he 
had done to Sting. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


One phone call was from 
another executive producer. He 
was 57, married with five 
children. 


THE SHOW 


In retrospect, Hart’s decision 
made a lot of sense. His father 
had taught him never to run from 
a battle. Though he had won the 
fight against Sting, you could say 
he lost the war. Sting had a 
popular show while all Hart had, 
as Sting had laughed on the 
show, was a “one-way ticket 
back to Palookaville.” 

So when the producer offered 
him his own show, he was really 
offering him the opportunity to 
compete against Sting at Sting’s 
own game. It was a no-brainer. 


THE RESULTS 


It astonished TV executives 
who'd thought they’d seen it all. 
Bedroom Bedlam, a zany action 
game show, shot to the top of 
cable ratings, followed closely by 
Hart Beat, Bret Hart’s lively talk 
show on Comedy Central. 

“These guys, especially the 
Canadian, have no experience,” 
cried one producer. “I don’t get it. 
They're stiff, not that funny. What's 
the appeal?” 

Like wrestling executives 
before them, the TV guys had 
vastly underestimated the 
popularity of Sting and Hart. The 
people who counted, the viewers, 
loved them. They quickly sup- 
planted Beavis & Butt-head as the 
most popular duo on TV, 
becoming involved in broad- 
casting’s biggest feud since Jack 
Benny vs. Fred Allen (or, for you 
younger readers, Arsenio Hall vs. 
Jay Leno). 
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(Continued from page 54) 


If Sting looks intense during one of his battles with longtime rival “Nature Boy” Ric 
Flair, you should see how the “Stinger” feuded with Hart when both hosted 
successful cable TV programs! 


One delicious irony was that 
each show competed directly 
against pro wrestling. On Monday 
nights, Hart Beat destroyed WWF 
Monday Night Raw in its time slot, 
and even gave CBS’ Murphy 
Brown a run for its money. 
Meanwhile, Bedroom Bedlam 


trounced WCW Saturday Night. 
“There are too many brain-dead 
people for me to ever beat Hart 
Beat in the ratings,” Sting told his 
audience. 
“He’s not worth the breath to 
talk about,” Hart told his. 
(Continued on page 58) 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 56) 


THE SECRET 


Sting was unhappy. All he 
really wanted was some steady 
work until he could turn his mat 
career around. Success was 
great, and he was having fun, but 


Hart enjoyed his show and 
worked hard improving it every 
day. At night he dreamed of 
wrestling. 

Both put in 17-hour days. Both 
still spent two hours working out. 

“The only place I'll ever meet 
Bret Hart is in the ring. Except 
he’s too chicken to ever meet me 
there,” Sting said; his audience 
screamed. 

“Give me a time and a place 
and I'll be there a half-hour early,” 
Hart retorted two days later. “I’ll 
even provide your ambulance 
home.” His audience screamed. 

Public pressure was such that 
both had to accede to the 
demand for a match. 


THE MATCH 


They were very different men, 
these two, who shared a burning 
desire: to prove to the world that 
each was still among the elite 
wrestlers in the world. To do so, a 
victory here was essential. The 
bout was initially scheduled for 
The Pond in Anaheim, but the 
rush for tickets forced them to 
move the site to the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena. 

The loser would never wrestle 
again. That wasn’t just hyperbole; 
it was written into the match 
contract. The pay-per-view event 
exceeded the record set by 
Howard Stern’s televised extra- 
marital affair. 

Neither Ted Turner nor Vince 
McMahon could be reached for 
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Hart’s been in all sorts of big matches for World, tag team, and Intercontinental 


: ss _ =) 


titles, but he’s never been in a loser-retires match where that stipulation was 


actually written into the contract. 


Action was hot and heavy when Sting 
challenged Hart. It was so intense that 
these two scientific stars both had 
blood streaming down their faces. 


comment. Bedroom Bedlam’s 
entire crew accompanied Sting to 
the ring. He wore a floor-length 
ermine robe and a red, white, and 
blue mohawk snaked like an “S” 
up and down his scalp. He raised 
a black-gloved fist to the sky to 
acknowledge the loud and 
plentiful cheers. Sting’s eight- to 
13-year-old demographic group 
was out in force, determined to 
root their favorite to victory. 

Hart, flanked by his brother 
Owen and his father, Stu, walked 
deliberately toward the ring. 
Young voices rose in protest and 
disgust. Even when he was 
champion, Hart never courted the 
cheers; a few boos from children 
out past their bedtime sure 
weren't going to rattle him. 

Imagine a team with Terry 
Bradshaw at quarterback, O.J. 
Simpson in the backfield, Mike 
Ditka at tight end, and Ahmad 
Rashad and Chris Collinsworth at 

(Continued on page 60) 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


wide receivers. Madness, you 
say! Announcers _ playing 
football?! 

It hadn’t been that long for 
Sting and Hart, but it sure seemed 
that way. Fans forgot the beauty 
of a Sting dropkick—and Sting 
had forgotten the pleasure in 
delivering one, which he did at the 
bell to Hart's chest. Hart toppled 
over and Sting clinged to him like 
static. Three powerful fists to 
Hart’s face answered any 
question as to whether the 
“Stinger” had turned soft. It also 
evened the score. 

Hart’s sloping nose sloped 
more; it was broken in three 
places. “Pain,” he cried. “I love 
pain. | love blood. | love wrestling.” 
Possibly because he was so good 
at it. 

Sting’s fourth punch caught air; 
Hart ducked under it and hooked 
Sting into a little-used abdominal 
stretch, then quickly reversed him 
into suplex position. The problem? 
Sting hadn’t time to retract his 
tongue into his mouth before his 
head slammed into the canvas. 
His mouth filled with blood. 

Two of the cleanest wrestlers 
in ring history now stared each 
other down, blood cascading down 
both their faces. Where was John 
Madden? This wasn’t wrestling! It 
was one of the greatest clinics a 
sport has ever witnessed. 

For 97 minutes Hart and Sting 
exhausted the textbook, clamping 
and escaping from more holds 
than any 10 wrestlers had ever 
heard of. A dozen times the sell- 
out crowd rose to its feet in 
standing ovation. After an hour it 
was hard to root anymore. 

The wrestling powerbrokers 
salivated at the thought of these 
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(Continued from page 58) 


It took more than an hour and a half, but Hart finally redeemed himself by 
intercepting the match’s second “Stinger splash” and throwing his opponent to the 
canvas for the pin. 


men returning to competition. 
Then everyone remembered only 
one man would win and the other 
would never wrestle again. No 
wonder Sting managed to lift a 
separated shoulder to avoid a pin 
count. He was a wrestler, not a 
game show host. Of course, Hart 
could ignore a knee that afterward 
would require surgery. The 
thought of never doing this again 
drove him mad. 

In the end, madness prevailed. 
Sting mounted the top rope, 
having stunned Hart already with 
one “Stinger splash.” With Sting in 
midair, Hart somewhere sum- 
moned the strength to catch him 
and fling him to the canvas. The 


impact knocked Sting cold—the 
only way he would ever surrender. 
Hart fell across him for the pin. 


AFTERMATH 


Sting returned to his show, and 
although it dipped slightly in the 
ratings, he enjoyed a long and 
successful career as a talk and 
game show host. 

Major talent flocked to the new 
promotion Hart established with 
his family. In no time he was com- 
peting successfully against the 
WWF and WCW. He wasn’t just 
an owner—he was a Client, too. 
Within the year, he defeated Ric 
Flair and Yokozuna for both 


heavyweight crowns. Oo 


THIS MONTH IN... 


SPORTS REVIEW 


Wrestling 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRAT an 


STING reveals: 104-page super spectacular! Check out our 
“My 10 greatest fears!” incredible magazine within a magazine: 
A salute to a decade of HULKAMANIA! 


What BASTION BOOGER looks 
for in a woman 


Why BRIAN PILLMAN will never be accepted again 


PLUS ... 
You won't believe it! Wrestlers’ “own” personal ads! PLUS ... 
... HULK HOGAN is mad as hell and he’s not gonna | RIC FLAIR asks HARLEY RACE: “What are you 
take it anymore!... The many faces (and phases) of doing in the ring, old man?” ... Could OWEN 
ALUNDRA “MADUSA” BLAYZE ... Gone, but not actually be better than BRET HART? ... It’s time 
forgotten: An update on BARRY WINDHAN ... LEX LUGER and TATANKA formed a team... Why 
Yeccch! Wrestling’s most famous foreheads the USWA doesn’t have championship stability ... 


All this—and much more!—in the May 1994 issue of All this—and much more!—in the Spring 1994 
Sports Review Wrestling issue of Wrestle America 


NOW ON SALE! NOW ON SALE! 


Hey, you! 
Ytau, you / 


America wants you to be a 
Professional Wrestler !!! 
Have you got what it takes? 
Learn How to Become a 


PRO WRESTLER 


The book that gives you the facts on a career 
in Pro Wrestling Today 
The How-tos, The Where-tos,The Who-tos 
of getting started in the exciting 
field of Wrestling 


© Wrestlers ® Valets 
® Managers © Commentators 


Written by a Professional Wrestler 
Make check payable and send to; 


P.C.ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 1108 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 


Please RUSH me issues of 


How To Become A Professional Wrestler 
at the low price of only $9.99 (ptus 1.50 41) 


State Zip 
Money Order payments for fastest delivery, 
allow an additional 2 weeks for personal checks. 
Please allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 


WRESTLING 
PROMOTER 


Find out if you've got what it takes 
to be a wrestling promoter! 


- You create the wrestlers (actual or 
from your imagination). 

+ Over 190 actual arenas (including 
capacity and rental fees). 

- Your the matchmaker: choose 
singles, tag-team, or 6 man tag- 
team. 

- Choose specialty matches such as 
Steel Cage or Texas Death. 

- You choose the event type 
(including special events such as 
pay-per-view). 

- You set the ticket prices and the 
advertising budget. 

: Each event shows a net profit/loss. 

PWP is available in two versions: 
Text: $29.95 
256 Color VGA Graphics: $49.95 
Please send check or money order to: 
WRB Creative Marketing Group 
PO Box 2753 - Shawnee Mission, KS 
66201 - (417) 781-4248 
MC/Visa accepted via phone. 
Please include disk size desired. 


62 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 5) 


for some time now. Everyone in the 
tourney was new to the federation. 

| can only guess that either the 
WWF was unwilling to let Luna 
leave Bam Bam Bigelow’s side, or 
that it didn’t want her in the tourna- 
ment because of her outrageous 
attitude and personality. If Titan 
Tower used similar criteria for 
men’s title belts, half the rulebreak- 
ers and a quarter of the fan 
favorites wouldn't be eligible. | wish 
Alundra Blayze well as the new 
WWE Women’s World champion. 
She’s a wonderful wrestler, and 
has been since her days as 
Madusa Miceli. But in my mind, she 


won't really be the champion until 

she meets—and defeats—Luna 
Vachon. 

LANCE LAWTON 

Sperryville, VA 


HULKED OUT 

It's nearly time for WrestleMania 
X, the first one that probably will be 
held without the presence of Hulk 
Hogan. I’ve been a major Hogan 
fan since before WrestleMania 
even existed, so you’d think his 
absence this year would be a 
downer for me. 

It isn’t. 

| expected more from the “Hulk- 


While Alundra Blayze may be the WWF Women’s World champion, reader Lance 
Lawson says she can only prove herself by meeting, and beating, Luna Vachon. 


Hulk Hogan’s cry to fans is beginning to 
fall on deaf ears. That includes reader 
Barry Stalnaker, who wishes the 
“Hulkster” would concentrate on either 
acting or wrestling, but not do both. 


ster’ than | received during 1993. 
Sure, he regained the WWF World 
title, but he cared little about 
defending it. He had some fine 
matches in Japan, but | don’t live on 
that side of the Pacific. He made 
another movie, but again it was 
nothing special. Now he’s going to 
do a TV series; I'll watch the first 
episode when it airs, but he'll really 
have to deliver if I’m going to watch 
every week. 

If he wants to get back in the ring 
full-time, fine. If he wants to act full- 
time, fine, too. But | wish he’d sim- 
ply define himself one way or the 
other. Do a farewell tour, like Carlos 
Colon did in Puerto Rico last year. 
That would be a splendid sendoff 
for all the Hulkamaniacs who have 
contributed so much to his profes- 
sional and financial success. 

Please make up your mind, Hulk. 
My interest in you is seriously wan- 
ing, and that’s a statement | thought 
I'd never make. 

BARRY STALNAKER 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 1 
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VADER & RACE 


(Continued from page 13) 


Vader is respected as one of the 
world’s premier wrestlers, but Flair 
must have learned something from his 
foe’s early-December loss in Tokyo. 
There, Vader lost by submission to 
Nobuhiko Takada, and looked a bit less 
invincible. 


With upset losses to Takada and Flair, 1993 ended on a 
down note for Vader. It’s up to him and Race to regroup 
and begin a new assault on the WCW World title. 
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now have the reason Race took mat- 
ters into his own hands and dove off 
the turnbuckle to save Vader from a 
pin, unintentionally spelling his 
man’s doom. 

“Race was very worried going into 
the match,” said a 
WCW rulebreaker. 
“He was so preoccu- 
pied with the media 
and all the attention 
Flair was getting, and 
I think he started buy- 
ing all the hype. I 
don’t think he had 
confidence in his man. 
Vader probably was 
not going to get 
pinned even if Race 
didn’t interfere.” 

That feeling is 
shared by most ex- 
perts. Vader wasn’t 
ready to lose. In fact, 
he probably wouldn’t 
have lost if Race 
hadn’t interfered. But 
Race set off an irre- 
versible series of 
events that forever 
changed the course of 


wrestling history. 

Flair pinned Vader in 
20 minutes 38 seconds of 
the 10th annual Starrcade 
blast before his home- 
town fans at Indepen- 
dence Arena in Charlotte. 
It was the eighth NWA/- 
WCW World title for the 
“Nature Boy” and his 
10th world title overall, 
including two in the 
WWE. Vader’s third 
World title reign was 
stopped short and Flair’s 
career was extended: he 
had vowed to retire if he 
didn’t win the belt at 
Starrcade. 

Even if Vader retakes 
the belt—and he’s cer- 
tainly talented and tough 
enough to do so—the 
spell of invincibility he 
had built for months is 
probably shattered for now. The spell 
first showed some cracks earlier in 
December across the ocean in Tokyo, 
when Vader lost by submission to 
Nobuhiko Takada of the UWF, before 
45,000 fans who have next to no 
interest in Vader’s rivalry with Flair. 

Race still seems preoccupied with 
how the North American wrestling 
press perceives his man. 

“Vader never gets the respect he 
deserves,” Race said. “Everyone calls 
him a goon because he’s injured so 
many opponents, but that doesn’t 
make him bad in my book. That 
makes him great. Now Vader’s mad 
and he’s gonna make Flair wish he 
had retired.” 

Who will they pursue other than 
Flair? Some believe Vader may face 
Sting in a series of matches, for the 
simple reason that Sting is arguably 
the most talented non-title opponent 
available to Vader. 

“It’s possible,” Race said, “but 
nothing is firmed up yet. But it’s 
almost like walking on ground we’ ve 
trod before. Remember, Vader beat 
Sting for the title last March [in 
Dublin, six days after Sting took the 
belt from Vader in London]. We 


respect Sting’s talent, but what would 
the point of those matches be? Our 
goal is to get back the World belt. 
Nothing else.” 

During the limousine ride from his 
home in Charlotte to the arena, Flair 
looked and sounded like a man des- 
perate to keep his career alive. He 
even publicly called in the troops— 
wife Beth and children—for the first 
time in his career. Until Starrcade, 
most fans didn’t know Flair had a 
family. 

Flair then had several chances to 
call it a career during the match. 
Vader dominated the first 15 minutes 
and wore down Flair with an all-out 
assault. Vader showed no mercy, and 
neither did Race when he dug the heel 
of his shoe into Flair’s exposed neck. 
The champion dished out most of the 
punishment in this match. Flair was 
merely the winner. 

He won in somewhat ironic fash- 
ion. Flair, a rulebreaker for most of 
his career, has become a fan favorite 
at this late stage. He has done in 
wrestling what George Foreman did 
in boxing and what Jimmy Connors 
and John McEnroe did in tennis: turn 
public sentiment by playing the part 
of the old warrior. 

Yet Flair turned the match by 
resorting to old tricks. While referee 
Randy Anderson was preoccupied 
with Race, Flair slammed a chair 
once over Vader's left leg and anoth- 
er time over his head. This set up 
Vader for a figure-four leglock a few 
minutes later and eventually led to 
Flair’s victory. 

“T used to spread my attack on my 
opponent’s entire body, but I’ve 
learned over the last four or five years 
that the best tactic is to work on a leg 
or an arm,” Flair said. “You don’t 
have to beat the entire opponent. You 
just have to render a key part of his 
body useless.” 

That’s what he did. He concentrat- 
ed his attack on Vader’s left leg and 
eventually got the pin when that very 
leg couldn’t stand up under Vader’s 
450 pounds. When Vader stumbled 
slightly, Flair grabbed his legs and 
buckled him to the mat for the pin. 


The pin set off a wild victory cele- 
bration by Flair and a week of deep 
depression for Vader and Race. Vader 
started his post-mortem by destroying 
parts of the locker room and bawling 
out his manager. The two ironed 
things out over the following days, 
but Vader didn’t emerge from his 
deep funk until early-January. 

Race, never a quick learner, kept 
badgering the media about respecting 
Vader as a great champion. There will 
be other days for Vader and Race. 
Somehow they must learn from past 
mistakes. C) 


Vader is much too good to be counted 
out of the title chase. Sting can vouch 
for that, and it wouldn’t surprise any- 
body if Flair soon can say the same 
thing. 
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GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from page 6) 


Royal Rumble card. 

WWF Monday Night Raw cele- 
brated its first anniversary on 
January 10 at Richmond, Virginia, 
in characteristic style—with an 
upset. Marty Jannetty and The 
Kid, who each posted underdog 
wins on Raw last spring, teamed 
up to unseat World tag team 
champions The Quebecers. Their 
joy, and reign, lasted all of one 
week, as Jacques and Pierre won 
the belts back the following 
Monday at the Garden. Manager 
Johnny Polo helped, interfering 
with Kid’s leap off the top rope. 

Also at Raw, Randy Savage 
helped celebrate the birthday by 
throwing a commemorative cake 
into the face of Irwin R. Schyster. 
He later defeated IRS by disquali- 
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This is a fine romance? While Luna 
Vachon and Bam Bam Bigelow show 
affection for each other at WWF cards, 
Bastion Booger is trying to woo Luna 
away from Bam Bam. What a gruesome 
threesome! 


fication in the ring. 

Of late, Savage has been meet- 
ing Crush in a series of best-of- 
three-falls matches. Crush has 
won them all, with help from 
friends Yokozuna and Ludvig 
Borga. 

A bizarre love triangle has been 
blossoming in the WWF. Luna 
Vachon is the prize(!), with Bam 
Bam Bigelow and Bastion Booger 
as the contestants. It looks as if 
Luna is leaning toward staying 
with Bam Bam, although she’s 
showing affection for Booger just 
to keep her man honest. 

Speaking of women, let's hail 
Alundra Blayze, who won the 
revived WWF Women’s World title 
in December by defeating Heidi 
Lee Morgan in Poughkeepsie, 


New York. The name may sound 
familiar, but the person isn’t; 
Blayze was previously known to 
wrestling fans as Madusa Miceli. 

Ric Flair entered 1994 the way 
he has entered so many other 
prior years—as a world champion. 
Lucky he did, too, for if the 
“Nature Boy” hadn’t upset Big Van 
Vader at Starrcade on December 
27 for the WCW title, he would 
have retired from wrestling. The 
stipulation was Flair’s idea to give 
him added incentive. It evidently 
worked, as he is now a world 
champ for the 10th time. 

In addition, Flair also let his 
wife Beth and his children in on 
the action; they saw him win at 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Flair 
had previously kept his family pri- 
vate, not wanting them to get 
involved in his feuds. 

Immediately after celebrating 
with friends and family, Flair went 
right back in the ring. His first few 
defenses came against TV cham- 
pion Lord Steven Regal, whose 
belt was not on the line. Flair 
defeated the experienced, crafty 
Briton each time. 

Flair’s first match against Regal 
came December 28 in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina. That same 
card also featured the return of 
Flair’s longtime friend, Arn 
Anderson. “The Enforcer” had 
been sidelined for slightly more 
than two months after being 
involved in a fracas with Sid 
Vicious during WCW’s tour of the 
U.K. 

Anderson beat Paul Roma, his 
one-time tag team partner. Over 
the past few months, Roma had 
drifted away from The Four 
Horsemen, which also included 
Anderson and Flair. He instead 
had joined with Paul Orndorff. 

If you've seen Col. Robert Par- 


Meet the woman behind the champ—Ric Flair’s wife Beth. She and Ric’s children 
were on hand at Starrcade when the “Nature Boy” surprised Big Van Vader for the 


WCW World title. 


ker in his white planter’s suit, you 
might have thought about Col. 
Harland Sanders, the Kentucky 
Fried Chicken founder who 
dressed much the same way. 
Well, Brian Pillman has thought in 
that manner, so much that he has 
carried a chicken suit into arenas 
so he can taunt Parker. Pillman 
blames the Colonel for causing his 
rift with fellow Hollywood Blond 
Steve Austin. 

“The King” again reigns atop 
the USWA. At press time, Jerry 
Lawler was federation champion, 
having defeated Jeff Jarrett on 
December 20 in Memphis. At one 
time, the two were friends and 
even occasional tag team part- 
ners, but that all changed when 
Jarrett became a rulebreaker, 
developing an interest in country 
music and setting his sights on the 
WWF. 

In other independent news, 
cagey veteran Terry Funk sur- 
prised the maniacal Sabu, winning 
his ECW title on the December 26 


Terry Funk just keeps rolling along. The 
wily 49-year-old veteran from Texas 
recently captured the ECW heavyweight 
title, downing the manic aerialist Sabu 
in Philadelphia. 


“Holiday Hell’ card in Philadelphia. 
Funk, who’s inching closer to 50 
each day, outlasted his youthful 
challenger and registered the pin. 
Nevertheless, Sabu retained his 
TV title. Oo 
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(7) 247, Blackpool, England 


235, Calgary, Alberta 


5 RAZOR RAMON 
291, Minneapolis, MN 


6 JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


7 STEVE REGAL 
247, Blackpool, England 


(3) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


(9) WWE Intercontinental champion 


{-) USWA champion 


{-) WCW TV champion 


(5) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


TAG TEAMS 


TOP 10 
1 RIC FLAIR THE NASTY BOYS 
243, Minnegpolis, MN Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(4) WCW World champion (1) WCW World tag team champions 
2 YOKOZUNA 2 THE QUEBECERS 
550, Samoa Combined weight: 472 pounds 
(2) WWE World champion (2) WWE World team champions 
3 STEVE AUSTIN RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
241, Dallas, TX Combined weight: 483 pounds 
{-) WCW U.S. champion (4) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
q BRET HART THE KID & MARTY JANNETTY 


Combined weight: 431 pounds 


(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World title 


THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 


7) Smo 


Mountain tag team champions 


6 2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 
Combined weight: 460 pounds 


(3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 


7 THE HEADSHRINKERS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds 


(9) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 


8 STING 8 THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(8) No. 6 contender: WCW World title =) USWA tag team ¢ ions 

g DUSTIN RHODES § PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
254, Austin, TX Combined weight: 488 pounds 


|-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World title 


(2) 320, parts unknown 


(7) 261, Pampa, TX 


10 BRIAN LEE 10 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Vokorwor 251, los Angeles, CA Combined weight: 453 pounds 
{-] Smoky Mountain Champion (5) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
a a SESS ESSE 
wcw WWF GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: Global Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR YOKOZUNA CHRIS ADAMS JERRY LAWLER 
{C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 550, Samoa (C) 228, Stratford, England (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 1—RAZOR RAMON 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
{9} 241, Dallas, TX (1) 291, Minneapolis, MN (C) 245, St. Louis, MO (3) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—BiG VAN VADER 2—TATANKA 2—ROD PRICE 2—EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 450, Denver, CO (-) 260, Miami, FL (5) 265, los Angeles, CA (-] 222, Lexington, TN 
3—STEVE REGAL 3—THE UNDERTAKER 3—BLACK BART 3—TOMMY RICH 


(4) 248, Hendersonville, TN 


4—DUSTIN RHODES 4—BRET HART 4—SCOTT PUTSKI 4—DOUG GILBERT 

(1) 254, Austin, TX (4) 235, Calgary, Alberta (6) 235, Austin, TX (9) 241, Lexington, TN 
5—RICK RUDE 5—CRUSH 5—AL PEREZ 5—STEVE KEIRN 

(4) 246, Robbinsdale, MN (+) 310, Honolulu, HI (8) 239, Tampa, FL {-) 235, Tampa, FL 
6—STING 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—MOADIB 6—JEFF GAYLORD 

(5) 260, Venice Beach, CA +} 245, Sarasota, FL (3) 285, parts unknown (7) 280, St. Louis, MO 
7—THE BOSS 7—SHAWN MICHAELS 7—ACTION JACKSON 7—VAMPIRE WARRIOR 

{-) 310, Cobb County, GA {-} 220, San Antonio, TX (2} 281, Dallas, TX {-) 256, parts unknown 
8—RICK STEAMBOAT 8—LEX LUGER 8—JOHN HAWK 8—DAN DAVIS 

(6) 238, Honolulu, HI (3) 290, Chicago, IL {-) 280, Sweetwater, TX {-+} 218, Nashville, TN 
9—BRIAN PILLMAN 9—OWEN HART 9—ANGEL OF DEATH 9—J.C. ICE 

{-} 226, Cincinnati, OH (+) 223, Calgary, Alberta (-) 310, Los Angeles, CA (-) 221, Memphis, TN 

10—RON SIMMONS 10—LUDVIG BORGA 10—JAKE ROBERTS 10—WOLFIE D 


{+} 260, Perry, GA 
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(5) 258, Helsinki, Finland (-) 253, Stone Mountain, GA (-} 250, parts unknown 


MOST POPULAR 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
RAZOR RAMON 
291, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
BRIAN PILLMAN 
226, Cincinnati, OH 
Last issue: unrated 
6 RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
Last issue: unrated 
LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
Last issue: No. 1 Most lar 
DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


g TATANKA 
260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


10 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
Last issue: unrated 


MOST HATED 


1 BIG VAN vanen 


450, Denver, Ci 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 

SHAWN MICHAELS 

220, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
3 YOKOZUNA 

550, Samoa 


4 RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
5 STEVE AUSTIN 

241, Dallas, TX 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 
6 JEFF JARRETT 

220, Hendersonville, TN 

Last issue: unrated 
7 CRUSH 

310, Honolulu, HI 


Last issue: Mo. 2 Most Hated 


8 STEVE REGAL 

247, Blackpool, England 

Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
9 LUDVIG BORGA 

258, Helsinki, Finland 

Last issue: unrated 


10 EDDIE GILBERT 


222, Lexington, TN 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN ECW 


Smoky Mountain Champion: 


BRIAN LEE 
(C} 251, los Angeles, CA 
1—TONY ANTHONY 
(2) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
2—ROBBIE EAGLE 
(-) 225, Raleigh, NC 
3—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(3) 227, Atlanta, GA 
4—KILLER KYLE 
(+) 303, Atlanta, GA 
5—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
6—BOBBY BLAZE 
(6) 222, Charlotte, NC 
7—THE BULLET 
(-} 228, parts unknown 


9—RICK MORTON 
(5) 228, Memphis, TN 
10—ROBERT GIBSON 
(8) 225, Pensacola, FL 


ECW Champion: 


TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 


1—SABU 

(C) 220, Bombay 
2—MR. HUGHES 

+) 308, Kansas City, KS 
3—TASMANIAC 

{-} 221, Tasmania 
4—TOMMY 

(8) 257, Philadelphia, PA 
5—ROCKIN' REBEL 

{-) 219, Philadelphia, PA 
6—TOMMY DREAMER 

(-) 245, Yonkers, NY 
7—HAWK 

(-) 277, Chicago, IL 
8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

(5) 252, Boston, MA 
9—SALVATORE BELLOMO 

(-) 240, Sicily, Italy 


10—THE SANDMAN 


(9) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


For period ended January 21, 1994 


ICWA: ICWA Champion—Jumbo Barrett; 1—Frankie Rose; 2—Surgeon 
General; 3—Rico Fredrico; 4—Kenny Kendall: S—Lanny Poffo; 6-—Coconut 
Kid; 7—Jommin' Johnny; 8—Bill Payne; 9—Cuban Assassin; 10—Sid Powers. 
IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Manny Fernandez; 2—Tony 
Atlas; ay Dreamer; 4—Greg Valentine; 5—Tasmaniac; 6—Ray 
Odyssey; 7—Koko B. Ware; 8—Joe Savoldi: 9—Primo Carnera Ill; 10— 
Kendall Windham. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Hawk; 2—Nailz; 3—Jerry Lynn; 
4—Tommy Ferrara; 5—Brad Rheingans; 6—Derrick Dukes; 7—Billy Blaze; 
8—Randy Gusto; 9—Ricky Rice; 10—Punisher. 

PWE: PWF Champion—dAustin Steele; 1—The Hillbilly; 2—George South; 
3—ttolian Stallion; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Star Ryder; 6—Scott Powers; 7— 
Russian Assassin |; 8—Black Scorpion; 9—American G.1.; 10—Randy Sledge. 
SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; 1— 
Jimmy Golden; 2—G. Q. Stratus; 3—The Mongolian Stomper; 4—Mike Samson; 
5—Danny Christian; 6-—Skyfire; 7—Billy Marshall; 8—Eddie Golden; 9— 
Keith Hart; 10—Alex Shane. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


We asked for 7. Men on a Mission 
more lists ... and 8. Dustin Rhodes 
you gave them! 9. The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 

Some readers de- 10. Bret Hart 

cided to put the 

twist on categories BATTLEBOWL FROM HELL: 

that had already TOP 10 TAG TEAMS THAT JUST 
been listed, while WOULDN’T WORK OUT 

others created cat- (Dan Moreland, Limeport, PA) 

| egories of their 1. Jerry Lawler & Stu Hart 

own. Whatever, 2. Mabel & Col. DeBeers 

we’ve come up 3. Lord Steven Regal & Bastion Booger 
with several intri- 4. Bob Backlund & Abdullah the Butcher 
guing thought pro- 5. Ludvig Borga & Doink 

voking, thought- 6. Ric Flair & Harley Race 

provoking, and in 7. Tammy Fytch & Dusty Rhodes 

some cases down- 8. Lex Luger & Vladimir Koloff 

Bobo Brazil right funny lists. 9. The Hater & Friendly Frank 

10. Bobby Eaton & Rick Morton 


TOP 10 BLACK WRESTLERS IN HISTORY 


(Mike Johnson, Los Angeles, CA) TOP 10 WRESTLERS WHO SHOULD OWN 
1. Bobo Brazil STOCK IN DENNY’S 
2. “Sailor” Art Thomas ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET 
3. Rocky Johnson (Matthew Stoll, Brooklyn, NY) 
4. Ernie Ladd 1. Yokozuna 
5. Thunderbolt Patterson 2. Bastion Booger 
6. Earl Maynard 3. Kamala 
7. Sonny King 4. Abdullah the Butcher 
8. Sweet Daddy Siki 5. Maxx Payne 
9. Ray Candy 6. Dusty Rhodes 
10. Tiger Watts Jr. & Pork Chop (tie) 7. Mr. Hughes 
8. Bam Bam Bigelow 
TOP 10 THEME MUSIC 9. Terry Gordy 
(Gina Slobogin, West Chester, PA) 10. Big Van Vader 
1. Randy Savage 
2. Ric Flair Got a list of your own? We'd love to see it. Or send 
3. The Undertaker us more serious comments concerning our ratings, or 
4. Doink the Clown wrestling in general. Either way, write to: “Ratings 
5. Sting Analysis,” c/o WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, Box 956, Fort 


6. Lex Luger Washington, PA 19034. oO 
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By popular AB Bae 
demand of the oN ' 7ve= — cel on 
most demanding fans in 
wrestling, Wrestiinc 94: 
RULEBREAKER is now available by 
subscription! Order your subscription 
today and you won't miss a single issue of the 

most controversial magazine in wrestling. Plus: You'll \- “erage slanted toward 
receive the long-respected WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, a - ~ ai "_.} fan favorites. Simply 
magazine that is world-famous for its dynamic coverage of the 7 BE RBS Tn WRESTLING 74 

sport, including the imaginative “Dream Match” in each issue! xia Tek 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS is famous 
for its lively color section, the 
“Superstar Dream Match,” and 
the ever-popular WRresTLING 
SUPERSTARS theme sections—all 
featuring the top-quality writing 
and photography you've come to 
expect from London Publishing 
Co., the world’s leading publisher 
of wrestling magazines. 


| would like to have WRESTLING 94; RULEBREAKER and 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS delivered to my door. Please send me: 


1 6issues (3 of each) for $17.70 


( i2issues (6 of each) for $35.40 plus two free issues—a total of 
14 issues! 


C) New C) Renewal 


(Note to current WRESTUNG SUPERSTARS subscribers: The balance of your sub- 
scription will be fulfilled with a combination of SUPERSTARS and RULEBREAKER) 
Send to: 

LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 

P.O. BOX 910 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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RULEBREAKER, deliv- 


I} Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


LI visa # 
(JY MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: ss / 


MO/YR 
Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax 


Name = —- = 

Address = Apt 

City . : State 

Prices apply in' U.S. and Canada only. F countries ($28.20 
airmail); $38.60 for 14 issues ($56.40 airmail). Interna in US 


funds only for a 


Gb receive your first is: 


receive three issues of WRESTLING SUPERSTARS plus three issues 
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PUNISHING. 
' VIDEO OF EACH PILEORIVERS! 
SUPERSTAR! 


BRACE YOURSELF! A supercharged lineup of 20 Superstars collide 
in the ultimate World Wrestling Federation® slugfest! Ballistic Tournament 
battles, "No-Holds-Barred" brawls, thrashing in and out of the ring action, 
brutal fight-to-the-finish Stee] Cage matchups...and more! 

Do you have what it takes to escape this ring of steel? It's time to 
unleash the Rage in the Cage™! 
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